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UAW LOCAL 974 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Randy Smith
Executive Vice-President
Bobby Koller
Second Vice-President
John Arnold
Chair. of Insurance & Benefits
(Open)
Chair. of Bargaining Committee
(Open)
Financial Secretary-Treasurer
(Open)
Recording Secretary
Kevin Peterson
Sergeant-At-Arms
Jennifer Hund
Guide
Randy Diehl
Trustee
Greg “Tiny” Larson
Trustee
Kimberley D. Robinson
Trustee
(Open)
Cap Chairman
Gene Mabee
TTT Member-At-Large
Dominic “Nic” Eads
TBU Member-At-Large
Jerry D. Lloyd
Mapleton Member-At-Large
J. C. Zimmerman
Morton Member-At-Large
Melissa Bugg
Tech Center Member-At-Large
Rodney Arms
Mossville Member-At-Large
Marcia McCann
Skilled Trades Member-At-Large
Harry Thompson, Jr.
SPBU (CPM) Member-At-Large
(Open)
Plantwide Safety Chairman
Stephen Mitchell
Retiree’s Chapter President
Jane Evans
Bargaining Chairman – Norforge
(Open)
Bargaining Chair. – Tazewell Machine
Daniel Rainville
Bargaining Chair. – City of Delavan
Travis Sundell
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PW
Michele Whitehead
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PD
Russell Willis

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY SMITH, President

I hope everyone had a safe and happy vacation.
I want to thank everyone who came out and sup-
ported the Laura Valentine Bags Tournament we

all had fun and helped support St. Jude doing it.

As we all know, things are slowing down all over with the outlook
not to improve until 2017, if then. The remaining year is going to
be very busy here at the local with the contract coming up the first
part of 2017; and this November we will be electing a new Presi-
dent and members of Congress and Senate. So if you have not reg-
istered to vote, get it done and make sure you vote. This is
important when it comes to contract time because the gains you
make can be taken away by the unfriendly labor people in gov-
ernment.

The Labor Day Picnic has been changed to August 27th at 11:00
a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  We will have a bounce house for kids. The
Labor Day Parade is September 5th at the regular time. We also
have the UAW Golf Outing on September 10th. Please come out
and support this event! The money raised by this event and others
throughout the year allows us to give scholarships towards the 
education of our children and grandchildren.

*Remember we are stronger when we are together.  

Randy Smith, President
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17th ANNUAL LOCAL 974

FLIGHTED 
FOUR-PLAYER 
SCRAMBLE
Saturday, September 10, 2016
Sunset Hills Golf Course, Pekin, Illinois
Shotgun Start at Noon (Check in by 11:00 am)

Entry fee for all golfers is $60.
Entry fee includes golf, cart, prize money for 3 flights, 
skins game, dinner after golf, and your donation to the 
scholarship fund.
All foursomes will qualify for prize monies.
Your local union, business, committee, or group 
can sponsor a hole on the course for $100.
To schedule foursomes or for more information
Contact Randy Smith 309-694-3151 or

Kevin Peterson 309-251-3825.

Sponsored by the
Local 974 

Heather Henninger
scholarship
committee

RETIREE’S CHAPTER OFFICERS ELECTION
Nominations of candidates for all Retiree’s Chapter
Officers shall be at the regular Chapter Meeting in
August (August 17, 2016) with nominations open-
ing at 8:00 am and closing at 12:00 noon.
The election of officers shall be at the regular
Chapter Meeting in September (September 21,
2016) with voting to begin at 8:00 am and close at
12:00 noon.  The new Officers will be sworn in and
take office immediately after the election.

The following offices are open:  
Chairman
First Vice-Chairman 
Second Vice-Chairman
Recording Secretary
Financial Secretary
Sergeant-At-Arms
Guide
Three (3) Trustees

Also, nominations will be open for:
(8) Region 4 Retiree Delegates

INSURANCE AND BENEFITS REPORT
BY JOHN ARNOLD

I hope everyone had a fun and safe 4th of July. First thing, 
I want to start off by reminding those that retired on or after
April 1, 2011 that now is the time to complete the second
Health Risk Assessment Survey of the year. This goes for all
active members as well.
Second is the letter that some of you have received con-
cerning your premium. If you are retired and yourself or one
of your dependents are on Medicare Part B due to a disabil-
ity and are younger than 65, Caterpillar has been charging
you the wrong premium. Your August pension check will 
reflect the new premium that you will be charged for the rest
of the year. If you retired before April 1, 2011, you will unfor-
tunately see an increase in the amount you will pay. For those
that retired April 1, 2011 and after, you will see a decrease.
The third thing I want to talk about is just a reminder that 
Annual Enrollment is just around the corner. As always, it will
be in November but with only one more paper before it starts,
I wanted to make sure and remind people that it is coming.
Also, no, I don’t know what the premium amount will be for
2017.
In Solidarity,
John Arnold
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WILLIAMS, WILLIAMS & BEMBENEK, PC. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

139 E. Washington St., East Peoria, Illinois 61611 .  309-694-3196 . 309-353-5898

dick@wwtlawoffice.com                                                                         richard@wwtlawoffice.com

REPRESENTING 

WORKING MEN AND 

WOMEN FOR OVER 

45 YEARS. 

WILLIAMS, WILLIAMS & BEMBENEK, PC.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

139 E. Washington St., East Peoria, Illinois 61611 • 309-694-3196 • 309-353-5898

Dick L. Williams has
concentrated his practice in
Probate, Wills, Trusts and
Powers of Attorney for over
45 years.
Auto Claims
Wills & Probate
Real Estate
Elder Law
Injury Claims
Workers Compensation

Andrew Williams has
concentrated his practice in
Divorce Law for 2 years.
Family Law
Traffic Criminal/DUI
License Reinstatement
Eviction

Dick B. (Rich) Williams has
concentrated his practice in
Bankruptcy Law and Driver’s
License Reinstatement for 19
years.
Bankruptcy
Social Security Disability
Drivers’ License Reinstatement

Joe Bembenek has
concentrated his practice in
Criminal Law for 25+ years.
Criminal & Felony
Misdemeanor
DUI & Traffic Civil Litigation
Personal Injury

dick@wwtlawoffice.com richard@wwtlawoffice.com

REPRESENTING
WORKING MEN AND
WOMEN FOR OVER

45 YEARS.

694-3196
WWW.EASTPEORIALAW.COM

UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

May
Dennis W. Antrim R 05/04/16
James H. Little Jr. R 05/05/16
Willie J. Taylor R 05/06/16
Richard D. Aper R 05/08/16
Lawrence G. Ellison A 05/08/16
William A. Layman R 05/09/16
Roy N. Wheeler R 05/22/16
Kerry R. Hinman R 05/25/16
Lloyd E. Oberheizer R 05/25/16
Jesse T. Johnson R 05/26/16
Arthur J. Kingsland R 05/31/16

June
Ralph J. Close R 06/01/16
James P. Gass R 06/01/16
Dennis L. McMullen A 06/03/16
Ray E. Pascal Jr. R 06/06/16
William D. McFall R 06/07/16
Ernest D. Foster R 06/08/16
James L. Renneis R 06/12/16
David L. Thornton R 06/13/16
Willie R. Bennett R 06/15/16
Robert D. Harmon R 06/16/16
William H. Fager R 06/19/16
Christopher R. Smith D 06/19/16
Charles Nathan R 06/23/16
Jimmy R. Berry R 06/24/16
William L. Mammen R 06/24/16
Annie W. Moss R 06/24/16
Orbie A. Byrd R 06/25/16
Jerry G. McElroy R 06/26/16
Patrick A. Diaz R 06/27/16
William R. Mangold R 06/29/16

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or
retired members passes away. 

We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
WEDNESDAY POTLUCKS

AUGUST 17 & SEPTEMBER 21
We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us
for dinner and Bingo after the meeting. 

(Please bring your own table service.) 

We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of
Local 974 to join us. Surviving spouses are Associate
Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to
participate in our activities.

BUS TRIPS
Tuesday, August 23 - Catfish Bend

Tuesday, September 27 - Isle of Capri
For questions concerning the trips call 

Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane Evans, Chairman James W. Tabor, Co-Chairman
Velma Walton, 2nd Co-Chairman Steve Adams, Recording Secretary
W.D. “Bill” Corum, Financial Secretary Dale Cassel, Guide
Dave Blumenstock, Trustee Tom Bencher, Trustee
Jack “Honey” Evans, Trustee Ted Hoak, Sergeant-at-Arms

         
                  
              

        

                    
         

                      

              

             

                     

             
              

         
  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

A   ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Z    Phone (_______)_________________ __  Date of Birth ______________  Male _____  Female ______

C    _______________________________________________________________________________________

F    Sophomore ___  Junior ___ Senior ___ Other ___________________    Class Hours ___________________

E   

     

   Relationship to 974 Member____________________________________________________

A   __________________________________________  Zip ___________  Phone (_______)____________________

O                     

   Finance Office
L     •  3025 Springfield Road  •  East Peoria IL  61611
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Saturday, October 15, 2016
Local 974 UAW Union Hall

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois

9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Admission –– $1.00 

Door Prizes!
Event Sponsored by:
The UAW Local 974 

Heather Henninger Scholarship 
Fund Committee

All proceeds go to the 
Heather Henninger Scholarship Fund!

For more information:

Call Randy Smith – 309.694.3151

FALL
DIE CAST & TOY SALE

UAW LOCAL 974 VETERANS’ COMMITTEE 
UAW PATRIOT DAY DINNER
Sunday, September 11th, 2016  ~  5:00PM

ALLVETERANS AND SPOUSES WELCOME ~ NO CHARGE
RSVP by AUGUST 31, 2016 – Return reservation form to Local 974 or call 694-3151

I WILL BE ATTENDING THE UAW VETERANS’ APPRECIATION DINNER 
___________________________________________________        _____________       __________________________
NAME BADGE BRANCH OF SERVICE

_________________________________________________ __________________________________________
SPOUSE PHONE NUMBER

UAW Local 974 Veterans’ Committee:  Gary Hall, Chairman

Mail to: 
UAW Local 974 • 3025 Springfield Road • East Peoria, IL 61611

or call (309) 694-3151 for Reservations



HEATHER HENNINGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND  •  2016 - 2017
The General Council, Executive Board and Retirees’ Chapter of Local 974 have elected to award fourteen (14) $500 scholarships
from the  Heather Henninger Scholarship Fund for the 2016 through 2017 college school year.

The following guidelines have been established for qualified entrants:

1.    Entrant must be the child, grandchild, stepchild or step-grandchild of an active, retired, or deceased Local 974 
      Member in good standing.

2.    Entrant must be enrolled as a full-time college student (minimum 12 hours) for the 2016 – 2017 college school year.

3.    Entrants must submit the Scholarship Fund Application by Friday, August 26, 2016.

A drawing will be held on Sunday, September 11th at the General Council Meeting.

Seven male and seven female students will be awarded a scholarship of $500 each for a total of $7,000 in scholarship awards.

Please complete and return the application to the Finance Office at Local 974. 
It must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday, August 26, 2016. Co-Chairmen Kevin Peterson II

UAW LOCAL 974 • HEATHER HENNINGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION 2016 - 2017
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Zip ____________  Phone (_______)_________________ __  Date of Birth ______________  Male _____  Female ______

College Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Freshman ___  Sophomore ___  Junior ___ Senior ___ Other ___________________    Class Hours ___________________

Email address ________________________________________________________________________________________

UAW Local 974 Family Member: _________________________________________________________________________

Badge ___________________  Relationship to 974 Member____________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________  Zip ___________  Phone (_______)____________________

Only one entry per student.     It must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday, August 26, 2016

Return to:  Finance Office
Local 974 UAW  •  3025 Springfield Road  •  East Peoria IL  61611

U A W  L O C A L 9 7 4 A U G U S T  / S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 6
8

RETIREES • Medicare Reimbursement
From time to time, I remind our retirees about the Medicare
Part B reimbursement portion of our plan. If you or your
spouse are medicare age, 65, and enrolled for Medicare
Part A & B, you are also eligible for reimbursement of the
Part B Premium. The Plan will reimburse your premium
up to $99.50. You must contact Hewitt at 1-877-228-4010
to enroll for the reimbursement, both the member and
spouse are eligible.

IF WE DON’T HAVE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS,
PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE AT 694-3151 AND
GIVE A SECRETARY THE ADDRESS SO THAT
YOU CAN KEEP CURRENT ON EVERYTHING
GOING ON.
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AUGUST 2016
Sun 14 Executive Board Meeting 11:00am
Sun 14 General Council Meeting 1:00pm
Wed 17 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am
Thu 18 Safety Council Mtgs 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm
Tue 23 Catfish Bend Bus Trip 8:00am
Thu 25 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm
Sat 27 Labor Day Picnic  11:00am - 2:00pm

UAW CALENDAR OF  EVENTS

 

 
 

 
 

   c a r e  p r ac t i t i on e r s  
 
 
 

 

 
-  
 
 

-  
 
 

-  
 

 -

  
-  

 
 

Can you  
hear your 
grandkids?  

Professional. 
Trustworthy. 
Caring. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016
Thu 1 Newsletter Deadline (October Paper)
Mon 5 Labor Day – Union Hall Closed

Labor Day Parade
Sat 10 17th Four-Player Tourn.

(Registration 9:00am Tee-off 10:00am
Sun 11 Patriot Day Dinner  5:00pm - 7:00pm
Sun 11 Executive Board Meeting 11:00am
Sun 11 General Council Meeting 1:00pm

“The Union Difference”  Security, Family, Community
LABOR DAY PARADE 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2016
Parade starts at 10:00 a.m.

Local 974 Unit assembles at 9:00 a.m. • Monroe and Hancock Streets • Peoria, Illinois
After our parade there will be a

RIVERFRONT COMMUNITY EVENT 
Food, Drink & Musical Entertainment

If you are a member of Local 974, active or retired, please come march with our unit in the parade – Contact Randy Smith 309.694.3151

Thu 15 Safety Council Mtgs
8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm

Wed 21 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner
11:30am

Thu 22 Steward Council Mtgs
8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm

Mon 26 Red Cross Blood Drive
12:00am - 5:00pm

Tue 27 Isle of Capri Bus Trip 8:00am
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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SERVICES
Heating and Air Conditioning
Services Repairs and Installation.  
309-696-8253

SPORTING GOODS
Hobart mixer deer hunter’s special
Pristine condition, with some 
accessories. Call Louie 
309-253-6525 

MISCELLANEOUS
Massey Ferguson #35 1962, re-
painted new rear tires. New wiring.
Call after 5pm 309-444-2392

One space Springdale Cemetery
Garden of The Last Supper. $1000
309-346-6212

FREE PARTY! Progressive
dancing Tuesday 9-6-16, 7-9pm
Masonic Hall 700 Fourth Street.
Morton. call DON 266-6256

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!
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350 Cimmeron Drive
East Peoria, Illinois 61611

309.688.4484

16

2016 Local 974

Red Cross 
Blood Drive

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Monday
September 26

Mark your calendars…
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LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, NORFORGE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

ATTENTION
THE LAW OFFICE OF STEPHENS FIDDES MCGILL & ASSOCIATES, P.C. IS NOW REPRESENTING CLIENTS FOR:

PRE-PAID LEGAL PLANS ACCEPTED

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611

G. Douglas Stephens      Gordon M. Fiddes     Norman L. McGill      Sharbel A. Rantisi

• Asbestos Exposure
• Mesothelioma/Cancer
• Stryker Hip Implants
• Pradaxa Drug Cases

STEPHENS FIDDES McGILL & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for the Injured

Peoria: (309) 637-2667                                Pekin: (309) 353-5297

ALL AT REDUCED FEES FOR UAW MEMBERS
AND THEIR DEPENDENTS!

Our firm has successfully represented thousands of UAW members and their dependants in their personal injury, wrongful death, and/or
worker’s compensation cases, and has recovered millions of dollars for injuries and lost wages. No fees/cost until you win!
Our firm has attorneys on staff who concentrate in:

• Bankruptcy
• Estate Administration and Probate
• Wills and Trusts
• DUI and Driver’s License Reinstatement
• Criminal Law: Felonies and Misdemeanors

Denied Social Security Disability? Don’t Give Up! Our attorneys can analyze your case free of charge. There is never a fee unless you win.


