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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President
Greetings Brothers & Sisters,

By the time you read this our November 6th elections will be over and
we will all be happy to not have to watch all of the political com-
mercials, especially the negative ones.

I personally hope that we elected candidates that back unions and
don’t try to make Illinois a “Right to Work” state and who also will
protect social security and Medicare.  No candidate will fill all of my
wishes, but these are my top two.  I know and fully respect that we
all have different feelings and concerns, but I hope that our mem-
bers went to the polls and voted.

I believe that I have voted in every election since I was 18 and felt
good and responsible every time I did.

We have 3,628 active union members in Local 974, 635 of these
members are still supplemental and we have a total of 6,999 retirees.

Rest in Peace Brother Steve Mitchell.  God Bless you and your fam-
ily and thank you for your service to Local 974 and great leadership
and friendship.
In closing I will all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

In Solidarity, Randy Diehl

UAW LOCAL 974 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Randy Diehl
Executive Vice-President
Bobby Koller
Second Vice-President
Tony Newton
Chair. of Insurance & Benefits
John Arnold
Financial Secretary-Treasurer
David J. Stoens
Recording Secretary
Jerry Lloyd
Sergeant-At-Arms
Michael Hamilton
Guide
Michael T. Beecham
Trustee
Nick Donald Jr.
Trustee
Judy Poulsen
Trustee
Tim Stear
M-A-L EP Prime Products
Mike McKinney
M-A-L EP Transmissions
Shane R. Clark
M-A-L EP Undercarriage
Rob Hawkins
Mapleton CMO Member-At-Large
Nick Bastean
M-A-L Mapleton Seals
Cody Carter
Morton GDC Member-At-Large
Melissa Bugg
TSD Member-At-Large
Rodney N. Arms
Skilled Trades Member-At-Large
Randy Buhs
SPBU Member-At-Large
(Open)
Plantwide Safety Chairman
Larry Andereck
Retiree’s Chapter President
Jane Evans
L-2488 Retiree’s Chapter President
Phillip E. Beck
C.A.P. Chairman
James W. Tabor
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 1 Caterpillar
Mike Atkinson
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 4 TMW
Dan Rainville
Bargaining Chair. – City of Delavan
(Open)
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PW
Gregory A. Osborn
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PD
(Open) 
Bargain. Chair. – Unit 12 South Pekin
Robert D. Hart
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD
Well here we are just a few weeks away from Christmas.  I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving.  By the
time this article gets to you Annual Enrollment will have ended for the majority of you.  Only the retirees that
stayed in the Union RGIP Plan for 2018 have until December 14th to make their election for Annual Enroll-
ment.  For those that have chosen to stay with the Union RgIP Plan for 2019 I have included your premiums
for the next year within this paper.  For those that went in the Management Plan for 2019 and are younger than
65 your premiums are in the paper as well.  Everyone’s premiums went up except for those that stayed on
the Union RGIP Plan and are 65 and older. Your premiums went down $13.09 per person.

There were a lot of people that got phone calls from VIA in September telling them that their Caterpillar in-
surance was going away at the end of the year.  This was a scare tactic to get the retirees that stayed on the
Union RGIP insurance for 2018 to switch to the Management Plan.  At NO time was anyone’s insurance that
stayed on the Union RGIP Plan going away for 2019.  You had to make the call yourself and get the opt-in form
to switch to the Management Plan for 2019.  If you did nothing you would stay on the Union RGIP insurance
for 2019.

One last thing about the insurance.  Our prescription drug insurer is changing from Optum RX to Magellan RX.
We will be mailed new prescription drug cards sometime in late December or early January.  So please be on
the lookout for that mailing.  As always if you have any questions please give my office a call and I will do my
best to get you your answers.

In closing I hope that every one of you and your family have a happy and blessed Merry Christmas.  Please
be safe and responsible during the New Year holiday as well.

In Solidarity, 
John Arnold, Insurance & Benefits Chairman
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Joint Pain? Have your tried Prolotherapy, 
PRP Injections, or Stem Cell Injections?

350 Cimmeron Drive • East Peoria, Illinois 61611

309.688.4484

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
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9-Pin No Tap Team Tournament 

Entry Form 
 

Team Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bowler 1: __________________________ Bowler 2: _________________________ 
 
Bowler 3: __________________________ Bowler 4: _________________________ 
 
Bowler 5: __________________________  
 
 
Phone Number: ___________________  Email: ____________________________ 
 
 
Entry fee: $100.00 for 5 person team 
 
Please make all checks payable to: UAW Local 974   
 
Return completed entry form and entry fee to: 
 

UAW Local 974 
3025 Springfield Road 
East Peoria, IL 61611 
 

             !
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

September
Kenneth E. Gregory R 09/02/18
Robert N. Farlin R 09/02/18
Robert J. Shanklin R 09/08/18
John “Jack” Hidden R 09/09/18
Marie Booker R 09/16/18
Bret W. Fry A 09/19/18
Lemuel G. Ailshie R 09/20/18
Cyrus H. Fosnaugh R 09/20/18
Steven R. Tyler R 09/24/18
Jackie D. Rawson R 09/27/18
Charles D. Best R 09/28/18
Glen D. Wilson R 09/28/18
Ora E. Hubbart R 09/29/18
Ralph E. Zeigler R 09/30/18

October
Warren W. Boldt R 10/01/18
Harold E. Hundt Jr. R 10/04/18
Lennie R. Smith R 10/08/18
Danny R. German R 10/11/18
James E. Thompson R 10/14/18
Robert H. Bryant Sr. R 10/16/18
Eugene R. Gasper R 10/16/18
Richard E. Lusher R 10/21/18
Raymond P. Haynes R 10/21/18
Michael J. Kenny R 10/22/18
Clifford G. Quine R 10/25/18
Richard D. Simmons R 10/28/18
Arthur G. Fore R 10/30/18
Kenneth E. Cochran R 10/31/18
Kevin E. Wilcox R 10/31/18

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away. 
We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
WED. POTLUCKS –  DEC. 19 & JAN. 22

We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us
for dinner and Bingo after the meeting. 

(Please bring your own table service.) 

We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of
Local 974 to join us. Surviving spouses are Associate
Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to
participate in our activities.

BUS TRIPS
Tuesday, December 19th – Isle of Capri

Tuesday, January 22nd – Jumer’s Rock Island
For questions concerning the trips call 

Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President

Velma Walton, First Vice President
James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Richard Jack “Honey”  Evans, Recording Secretary
Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms

Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide
David Blumenstock, Trustee
Steven C. Adams, Trustee
John Bainbridge, Trustee
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Die Cast and Toy Sale
SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019

Local 974 UAW UNION HALL
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. / Admission $1.00
Event sponsored by:

The UAW Local 974 Heather Henninger Scholarship Fund Committee
For more information: Randy Diehl – 309.694.3151

Door Prizes All proceeds go to the HHSF!

CANCELLE
D



 

 
 

•  C o m m i t t e d  t o  o u r  p a t i e n t s  
•  P ro fe s s i o n a l ,  d e d i ca te d  h e a r i n g   
   ca r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
•  M o s t  t r u s te d  n a m e  i n  h e a r i n g  ca re  
•  E x c l u s i ve  l i f e t i m e  a f t e r ca re  p r o g ra m  
•  C u t t i n g  e d g e  t e ch n o l o g y  f o r  e ve r y  l i f e s t y l e  
•  O ve r  1 5 0 0  o f f i ce s  w o r l d w i d e  

PEORIA • 4704 N. Sheridan 
(309) 688-4327 

 
PEKIN • 2508 Court 

(309) 346-5323 
 

CANTON • 511 N. Main 
(309) 647-0920 

 
NORMAL • 1520 E. College 

(309) 451-4312 
 

EAST PEORIA • 103 River Rd., Ste. C  
(309) 966-2697 

If you are a CAT reƟree  or current CAT employee with United Healthcare Insurance,  
CALL TODAY for an appointment to Įnd out if you may qualify for hearing aids with no out of pocket expense!! 

Can you  
hear your  
grandkids?   

Professional. 
Trustworthy. 
Caring. 

Contact Dr. Rebecca Wood, proud 
daughter of Walt Wood, Caterpillar 
retiree, for all your hearing needs. 

BLOOMINGTON • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

UAW CALENDAR OF  EVENTS
DECEMBER 2018

Thu 6 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm

Sun 9 Exec Board Meeting 12:00pm

Sun 9 General Council Meeting 1:00pm

Tue 18 Isle of Capri Casino Bus Trip 8:00am

Wed 19 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am

Thu 20 Safety Meetings 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm

Mon 24 Christmas Eve (Union Hall Closed)
Tue 25 Christmas Day (Union Hall Closed)
Mon 31 New Year’s Eve (Union Hall Closed)

JANUARY 2019
Tue 1 New Year’s Day (Union Hall Closed)
Wed 2 Newsletter Deadline (February Paper)

Sun 13 Exec Board Meeting 12:00pm

Sun 13 General Council Meeting 1:00pm

Wed 16 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am

Thu 17 Safety Meetings 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm

Mon 21 Martin L. King Jr. Day (Union Hall Closed)
Tue 22 Jumer’s Rock Island Casino Bus Trip 8:00am

Thu 24 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm

Mon 28 UAW Red Cross Blood Drive 12:00pm - 5:00pm 



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
MIKE ATKINSON
Greetings Brother and Sisters,
Well it looks like fall is over and the holiday season is upon us.  I would like to wish our membership a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

The President and I along with two committee chairmen attended the 2018 Ag Imp Conference in St. Pete,
Florida on October 22nd through the 25th.  The weather was nice and the conference was great.  This is an
annual event where UAW Region 4 and Region 8 come together.  There are about 60 to 70 locals in atten-
dance.

Region 4 covers Caterpillar, John Deere, Case New Holland and the Ag side.  Region 8 covers General Dy-
namics, Thomas School Bus, Freight Liner, Volvo and Heavy Trucks.

Each local does a report on how they are doing as far as membership at that time.  All of the locals were re-
porting an increase in their membership along with the same stories we hear about finding qualified people
to fill their positions. 

As of November 1, 2018 we have 20 grievances on our docket. 11 issue grievances and 9 just cause griev-
ances. 

At the time I was preparing this article we were getting ready for docket meetings with the company on the
second week of November for just cause grievances for Morton and East Peoria.

At this time we are waiting for an arbitration date for a Morton employee.

Again, the Officer’s & Staff of Local 974 would like to wish the membership a Happy and Safe Holidays.

In Solidarity Mike Atkinson, Bargaining Chairman



U A W  L O C A L 9 7 4 D E C . / J A N .  2 0 1 8  – 2 0 1 9
11

MISCELLANEOUS

Skil Classic Jig Saw $20
Firm. 309-229-9182

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!

16

FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT
DAVE STOENS FINANCIAL REPORT DECEMBER 2018
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STEPHENS  FIDDES  McGILL & ASSOC., P.C.
(309) 637-5297

ATTORNEYS FOR THE INJURED

CONCENTRATING IN:
PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:
Divorce • DUI • Criminal/Traffic • Wills/Estates •

Bankruptcy • Asbestos/Mesothelioma •
Stryker Hip Implants • Pradaxa Drug Cases •

Pre-Paid Legal Plans Accepted
Serving UAW Members & Families for 40 years!!

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill

LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611
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G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill Joseph T. Moran


