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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,

If you are reading this, you obviously have survived this horrible
pandemic that has so affected all of our lives.  Sadly, some of our
members and retirees didn’t survive it.  I hope that whoever wants
to be vaccinated either has been or will be able to be very soon.

We are still cancelling all meetings and events until further notice,
but the hall has been and will be open to service any of our mem-
bers or retirees needs.

Caterpillar has been hiring in a few of our business units, so let’s
hope that business will improve, and we can get some new mem-
bers and convert all of our supplemental members to fulltime.

In Solidarity,
Randy Diehl

UAW LOCAL 974 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Randy Diehl
Executive Vice-President
Matthew Diebel
Second Vice-President
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Chair. of Insurance & Benefits
John Arnold
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Sergeant-At-Arms
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Guide
Robert LiGrisse III
Trustee
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Trustee
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Trustee
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Michael Evans
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PW
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Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PD
(Open)
Bargain. Chair. – Unit 12 South Pekin
Andrea Cantrall
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD

Hello everyone.  I hope 2021 is treating you better than 2020 did.  As I write this article we have just come out
of a deep freeze and are experiencing sun and warmer temperatures.  Hopefully when you are reading this we
have completely moved out of winter.

I have received A LOT of calls and walk-ins concerning the increase in premiums.  I understand the frustra-
tion and knew how much this would impact your finances as retirees on fixed incomes.  When I got the fig-
ures back in late October, I immediately contacted the International Representative and requested that they
investigate this rather large 25% increase.  That request was put in and is in the process of being done.  As of
the date I am writing this article the figures we requested from Caterpillar have been turned over to the Inter-
national UAW who have given them to the Social Security Department for further verification.  Once I receive
that report I will let you know what the findings were.

If the report comes back that the premiums were calculated incorrectly, I will be requesting that all the over-
charged monies be reimbursed back to those effected.  At this time, I don’t have a timeframe on when the In-
ternational UAW will get the results back from the Social Security Department.

Some of you are asking about what your options are.  I want to make it clear that as of right now your only
option is sticking with what you have for the rest of this year.  No changes can take place unless you have a
“life changing event” occur to you or your spouse.  The next chance you have to make any changes to your
insurance will be in November during the Annual Enrollment.  I hope to have more information about all of
this in my next article.

Until next time please be safe and if you have any questions I’m here to help where I can.  You can call me at
(309) 694-3151 to ask your questions or setup an appointment.

In Solidarity,

John Arnold
Insurance & Benefits Chairman
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Members Retail
$40.00 $59.00
$34.00 up to $79.00

30% OFF RETAIL FULL RETAIL

$40.00 $60.00
$65.00 $90.00
$85.00 $190.00

Lenses
$110.00 $190.00
$170.00 $240.00

Peoria Pekin
Metro Centre 309.692.8222 Washington Our other 12

Campustown 309.672.2273 East Peoria offices may be near

Knoxville 309.713.3664 Canton kids in college.

Grand Prairie 309.691.1320 Galesburg

Line Bifocal

Bard Optical
For All UAW 974 Members

Union Discounts ~ Bill Your Insurance Directly
Our Vision Benefits at Bard Optical

SERVICE

VSP Choice Plan
(former Executive Plan) (former Union $150 Allowance Plan - Benefits every 2 years)

VSP Access Indemnity Plan

Contact Lenses

Single Vision

EXAM/FRAMES:

Additional 25% discount on frames over $160.00 and lens add-ons!
$20 Co-Pay for "medically necessary" contact lenses (designated by a doctor in cases where a 

patient's vision cannot be corrected through the use of glasses)

Frame Benefit $160.00 allowance (per 2 yrs)

$20.00 Co-Pay for standard lenses (once per year)

COST
Comprehensive Eye Health Exam $20.00 Co Pay (per year)

Contact Lens Exam $60.00 Co-Pay (per year)
Designer Frames
Frame

LENSES:

Comprehensive Eye Health Exam

309.343.7799

$140.00 allowance (per year) instead of glasses

Bard Optical is a medically modeled practice which allows its doctors to diagnose, treat and follow eye diseases with extended testing equipment 
other practices simply do not offer. This allows members to avoid unnecessary referrals. Also, every member, retiree or family member who 

purchases a complete pair of glasses will receive a FREE pair of single vision prescription sunglasses!

VSP Insurance covers routine optometric visits only.  Medical visits are covered under the member's health insurance and/or Medicare.

309.353.9313
309.444.2277
309.694.2273
309.647.0366

Line Trifocal

Additional 25% discount on other progressives and lens add-ons!

BARD OPTICAL -- UAW 974's OPTICAL PROVIDER
Call Bard Optical or go to bardoptical.com to schedule an appointment and verify your eligibility.

PROGRESSIVE LENSES:
Basic
Premium

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT
JUDY POULSEN FINANCIAL REPORT APRIL 2021
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UAW LOCAL 974 VETERANS COMMITTEE SPEC. 5
By Gary E. Hall
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APRIL 2021 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, APRIL 2nd    GOOD FRIDAY (UNION HALL CLOSED)

SUNDAY, APRIL 4th   EASTER

SUNDAY, APRIL 11th EXECUTIVE BOARD MTNG – CANCELLED

SUNDAY, APRIL 11th GENERAL COUNCIL MTNG – CANCELLED

THURSDAY, APRIL 15th SAFETY MTNGS – CANCELLED

THURSDAY, APRIL 22nd STEWARD MTNGS – CANCELLED

MAY 2021 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONDAY, MAY 3rd           NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – (JUNE PAPER)

SUNDAY, MAY 9th            MOTHER’S DAY - (All Meetings Cancelled)

THURSDAY, MAY 20th      SAFETY MTNGS – CANCELLED

THURSDAY, MAY 27th      STEWARD MTNGS – CANCELLED

MONDAY, MAY 31st MEMORIAL DAY – (UNION HALL CLOSED)
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Peoria • 4704 N. Sheridan
(309) 688-4327

Pekin • 2508 Court
(309) 346-5323

Canton • 511 N. Main
(309) 647-0920

Bloomington • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

East Peoria • 103 River Rd., Ste. C
(309) 966-2697

Lincoln • 620 Broadway St
(217) 605-0453

Make every day amazing

Amazingly rechargeable hearing aids with 

-

Beltone Amaze

Beltone is the trusted hearing care 
partner that’s always there to guide you.

Call one of our professionals today.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Remembering Our Brothers and Sisters
January

Faustino T. Garza Jr. R 01/03/21
Jackie L. Berry R 01/04/21
Beulah C. Bradley R 01/04/21
Mark O. Reeder R 01/05/21
James C. Tate R 01/05/21
Richard D. Clift R 01/06/21
Wesley D. Jockish R 01/08/21
Thomas A. Pitzar R 01/08/21
Gail D. Whitley Sr. R 01/08/21
Robert L. Hinderliter R 01/09/21
John A. Satzler D 01/10/21
Dave S. Barnett R 01/12/21
Edward E. Billings R 01/13/21
James A. Foster Sr. R 01/13/21
Edward F. Smith Jr. R 01/13/21
John R. Shryock R 01/17/21
John P. Ellis R 01/19/21
Donald F. Chepan R 01/22/21
Charles R. Garrett R 01/22/21
Darrell G. Tadlock R 01/26/21
Carl R. Ulmer R 01/26/21
David L. Coyle R 01/26/21
Leonard O. Lingenfelter R 01/27/21
Jan R. Ing R 01/29/21

February
David E. Mabis R 02/01/21
Vernon I. Rummerfield R 02/04/21
John C. Robertson R 02/04/21
John E. Morse R 02/05/21
Dennis F. Putney R 02/05/21
Gerald E. Haist R 02/06/21
Edward Ballard R 02/06/21
Robert D. Sturm R 02/09/21
Donald D. Price R 02/10/21
Byron D. Schilling R 02/12/21
James B. Brown R 02/14/21
Donald D. Biddison R 02/16/21
Gene A. King R 02/16/21
Darwin D. Anderson R 02/17/21
Gilbert H. Reynolds R 02/18/21
Gerald A. Nelson R 02/18/21
Michael W. Silver R 02/20/21
Gerald R. McCullar R 02/20/21
David F. Bedwell D 02/21/21
Beryl B. Hess R 02/22/21
Emmett M. Meinhold R 02/24/21
Donald D. Wertz R 02/24/21
Steven L. Shaw R 02/26/21
Willis W. Juers R 02/28/21

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may we offer our deepest condolences to the families 
of our brothers and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away. 
We do not receive this information from the company.

Forever 
Remembered



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
ALL POTLUCKS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us for dinner and bingo after the meeting.
(Please bring your own table service.)

We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of Local 974 to join us.  Surviving spouses
are Associate Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to participate in our activities.

BUS TRIPS
Bus Trips have been CANCELLED until further notice. 

For questions concerning the trip call Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become Chapter mem-
bers. Retirees and their spouses are welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A variety of other activities are
planned at various times throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month voluntary membership dues can be established at the Dues Office. 
The largest portion of the dues dollars goes to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council which is concerned with retired-
workers programs and policies and other matters that affect the welfare of retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President • Velma Walton, First Vice President • James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Pam Newman, Recording Secretary • Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms • Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide • David Blumenstock, Trustee • Steven C. Adams, Trustee • Garry Rendleman, Trustee
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BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
BOBBY KOLLER

Greetings Brother and Sisters,

I hope everyone is doing well during these unprecedented times. We are at the one-year anniversary of this pandemic
and it appears there may be some light at the end of the tunnel.

A couple of things I want to point out in the report is Y time resets on April 12, 2021. If you are on a leave of absence
for medical or other reasons your Y time may be prorated depending on when you punch the clock. As I write this
(March 3, 2021) the Senate has not yet passed any additional benefits for COVID-19 relief. This may not be the case
when this article is released.  If there are benefits that are applicable for our members, the company will communi-
cate those.

Currently there are two (2) letters of understanding in place for COVID-19 benefits.  One is for being quarantined and
contracting COVID-19. There are 2 banks of 80 hours in this benefit. This benefit began on January 1, 2021 and ends
on June 30, 2021. The latest letter of understanding pertains to getting vaccinated and receiving one (1) hour pay
along with being excused to receive getting a vaccine shot. This benefit began on February 8, 2021 and ends on
December 31, 2021.

We have a lot going on these days and everyone had different circumstances so please don’t hesitate to call me at
the Union Hall with any questions you may have at (309) 694-3151.

In Solidarity, Bobby Koller / Bargaining Chairman

UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

3302 Court Street
Pekin, IL

309.346.0866

!

!

!

!
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!

16

WANTED

Firearms any condition or
parts. Also interested in
military items. 309-256-8257

OFFICE HOURS FOR:
UAW

AMALGAMATED
LOCAL 974

3025 SPRINGFIELD ROAD
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611

MONDAY
THROUGH

FRIDAY

7:30 A.M.
TO

4:30 P.M.

(Closed Holidays)

NEED A WORK SHIRT?
THE UNION HALL HAS

UAW SHIRTS & VETERAN SHIRTS
FOR SALE

$14.00 for UAW Shirts
$17.00 for Veterans’ Shirts
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LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611
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STEPHENS  FIDDES  McGILL & ASSOC., P.C.
(309) 637-5297

ATTORNEYS FOR THE INJURED

CONCENTRATING IN:
PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:
Divorce • DUI • Criminal/Traffic • Wills/Estates •

Bankruptcy • Asbestos/Mesothelioma •
Stryker Hip Implants • Pradaxa Drug Cases •

Pre-Paid Legal Plans Accepted
Serving UAW Members & Families for 40 years!!

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill

       
 

   

 
 

 
   

  
       

   
       

   
       

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill Heather Calvert


