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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - APRIL 2026 
RANDY DIEHL, President

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,  
Hopefully, you all survived another Illinois winter without too many 
inconveniences. It won’t be long until we are complaining about the 
heat.  
Our elected 974 trustees just completed an audit for 2025, and the 
numbers all matched up. The next audit will be in July.  
We are halfway through our 6-year contract with Caterpillar, and I 
would advise our members to consider saving whatever they can in 
the event we don’t reach an acceptable agreement with Caterpillar in 
February 2029. We need to be prepared to go on strike as long as nec-
essary to get a contract that we can live with.  
We had our annual bowling tournament at Sunset Lanes in Pekin on 
February 21st. We had 23 teams compete and ended up with a profit 
of $5100.00 which will provide 10 scholarships to our members chil-
dren and grandchildren. Special thanks to Matt Butler, Doug Byrne, 
and Steve Kovach for organizing and running this event and to the 
businesses that donated to it. Our next event will be Bingo Night at the 
hall on April 18th.  
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to call my office. 
 
In Solidarity, Randy Diehl 

UAW LOCAL 974  
EXECUTIVE BOARD   

President  
Randy Diehl  
Executive Vice-President  
Douglas Byrne  
Second Vice-President  
Tony Newton  
Chair. of Insurance & Benefits  
John Arnold  
Financial Secretary-Treasurer  
Matthew Butler     
Recording Secretary  
Steven Kovach  
Sergeant-At-Arms  
Kim Baker  
Guide  
Robert LiGrisse III  
Trustee  
Mike Rohde  
Trustee  
Bruce Bartlett  
Trustee  
Scott Kindilien  
M-A-L EP Prime Products  
Caleb Kelly  
M-A-L EP Transmissions  
Ken Gregory  
M-A-L EP Undercarriage  
Rob Hawkins  
Mapleton CMO Member-At-Large  
Jeff Zilch  
M-A-L Mapleton Seals  
Thomas Johnson  
Morton GDC Member-At-Large  
(Open)  
TSD Member-At-Large  
(Open)  
Skilled Trades Member-At-Large  
Tony Reed  
SPBU Member-At-Large  
(Open)  
Plantwide Safety Chairman
Loren Meyers  
Retiree’s Chapter President
Velma Walton  
C.A.P. Chairman  
Stan Valentine  
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 1 Caterpillar  
Bobby Koller  
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 4 TMW
Justin Hall  
Bargaining Chair. – City of Delavan
Michael Evans  
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PW
Ben McCormick  
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PD
James D. Otey  
Bargain. Chair. – Unit 12 South Pekin
Andrea Cantrall 

!

!

!"#$%#&’(()$#*+,&

!

!"#$%&’!"%(%)*+%,-*./011023%%

%!"#$%&’(#)*+,-.)/##&’01)2)34566)78/8)

9#0#-,:);+%0$’:)/##&’01)2)3566)78/8)
!

!"#$%&4!"%(%)*+%’&#!%%%%%%%%%
<,=#&>)/##&’01?)2)@566)A8/B)34566)78/8B)C566)78/8)

!

!"#$%’5$%%(%)*+%’6!"%%!

!"#$%&’()##"*+,-(.(/011(23)4(5011(63)34(7011(63)34(8011!63)3)



U A W  L O C A L  9 7 4 APRIL/MAY 2026
3

INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT – APRIL 2026 
JOHN ARNOLD
Hello Brothers and Sisters! 
 
Happy Spring everyone. Hard to believe we are already a quarter of the way through this year. My office 
has been very busy the last few months due to the increase in premiums and a lot of the retirees getting 
the 1095-C tax form. By the time this newsletter comes out most of us will have already filed our taxes. 
But I wanted to discuss the 1095-C tax form and what you should do with it. 
 
That tax form started in 2015 when the Affordable Care Act (ACA) became law. The form is meant to track 
whether large employers are meeting their obligation of offering health insurance to full-time employees. 
It was a requirement from 2015-2019 for employees and retirees to file this form with our taxes. But 
after 2019 the IRS no longer requires proof of coverage, which means we don’t have to file our taxes 
with this form. So, in the future if you do get a 1095-C form just put it with your tax papers and don’t 
worry about needing it to file your taxes. 
 
As I discussed in the last newsletter, please verify you are paying the correct premium. There have been 
several retirees that were being charged the incorrect amount for the start of the year. Also, if you are re-
porting the death of a retiree or spouse please be sure to call the enrollment center at 1-833-735-2127 
(option 7 then option 1) and make sure they have processed that individuals passing. As always, if you 
have any questions or concerns please reach out to me and I will do my best to get you answers. 
 
In Solidarity,  
John Arnold, Insurance & Benefits Chairman 
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Not receiving the text messages or emails?  
Moved or got a new phone?    

Call us at 309-694-3151 to make sure we have 
your correct information on file.
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT 
MATTHEW BUTLER FINANCIAL REPORT APRIL 2026
Greetings Brothers & Sisters,  
 
We had another great year for our bowling tournament! We raised $5,100.00 for the Heather Hennniger Schol-
arship Fund and raffled off some great prizes! We had more donations come in the week after totaling 
$1,200.00 so our final tally for this year’s event is $6,300.00! We appreciate everyone that came to participate 
and thank Grant Winter-Helms, Ethan Meyer & Zerbonia Byrne for their help in running the event. Without 
all of you, none of this would be possible! Dave Henninger was in attendance and it’s always an honor and a 
pleasure to see you, Dave! 
 
Our next events are CAP Councils Easter Egg Hunt on March 28th and Bingo Night at our local on April 18th. 
Both are great family events, so I hope I see you hunting for some Easter eggs with your children and grand-
children and winning some cash at bingo! 
 
I along with Stan Valentine, Doug Byrne, Bill Scott, and others attended Dick Durbin’s retirement dinner on 
February 16th at the Civic Center. Towards the end of Durbin’s speech, he took time to thank organized labor 
for their support and specifically thanked the UAW and stated that without our support, he could not have ac-
complished as much as he did. I thought that was very cool and served as a reminder about the all-important 
connection between the ballot box and the bread box. 
 
Spring is knocking on our doors and before you know it summertime will have arrived. I am very much look-
ing forward to warm breezes, bright sunny days, and lots of hours in the pool with family and friends. Old man 
winter you can’t leave soon enough! 
  
In Solidarity, Matthew Butler 
Financial Secretary/Treasurer 
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 Remembering Our Brothers and Sisters
                   January 
Robert G. Shanks TBU R 01/01/26 
Nelson W. Hilst TTTD R 01/04/06 
Paul J. Jackson Mapltn R 01/05/26 
Dennis R. Meredith Moss R 01/05/26 
Manual Wright Jr. Mapltn R 01/06/26 
Ronnie A. McGee Moss R 01/11/26 
Larry G. James Moss R 01/14/26 
Alan H. Astle TTTD R 01/16/26 
William R. Powell TTTD R 01/16/26 
Harold L. Bush Jr. TSD R 01/18/26 
Roger A. Routt Morton R 01/20/26 
James F. Mistic Mapltn R 01/21/26 
Elzie C. Jenkins TSD R 01/22/26 
George A. Lacy Sr. Moss R 01/24/26 
Leslie B. Carter TTTD R 01/27/26 
John M. Minton Moss R 01/28/26 
Thomas J. Clark TBU R 01/28/26 
Larry D. Van Dyke Morton R 01/30/26 
Bernerd G. Miller TTTD R 01/31/26 
Frederick J. Teffner TTTD R 01/31/26 

  February 
Kenneth A. Eckhart Moss R 02/02/26 
Larry A. Schupp Moss R 02/03/26 
Riggs M. Corbin TSD R 02/04/26 
Stanley P. Mohn TSD R 02/04/26 
Clarence P. Jacobs Mapltn R 02/04/26 
Edward E. Bartholomew Jr. TSD R 02/07/26 
Jimmy A. Perry Moss R 02/09/26 
William E. Lee TTTD R 02/11/26 
William E. Krieghauser TTTD R 02/12/26 
Marion Lampkin III TTTD R 02/12/26 
Larry J. Wright Moss R 02/16/26 
Clifton H. Summers Morton R 02/22/26 
Everett E. Olds TTTD R 02/23/26 
David T. Shute TBU R 02/25/26 
Harry E. Reed Moss R 02/25/26 
James E. Trone Jr. Mapltn R 02/25/26 
John H. Segler Jr. Moss R 02/27/26 

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may we offer our deepest condolences to the families  
of our brothers and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away.  We do not receive this information from the company.

Forever Remembered 
Forever Missed

Members Retail
$40.00 $59.00
$34.00 up to $79.00

30% OFF RETAIL FULL RETAIL

$40.00 $60.00
$65.00 $90.00
$85.00 $190.00

Lenses
$110.00 $190.00
$170.00 $240.00

Peoria Pekin
Metro Centre 309.692.8222 Washington Our other 12

Campustown 309.672.2273 East Peoria offices may be near

Knoxville 309.713.3664 Canton kids in college.

Grand Prairie 309.691.1320 Galesburg

Line Bifocal

Bard Optical
For All UAW 974 Members

Union Discounts ~ Bill Your Insurance Directly
Our Vision Benefits at Bard Optical

SERVICE

VSP Choice Plan
(former Executive Plan) (former Union $150 Allowance Plan - Benefits every 2 years)

VSP Access Indemnity Plan

Contact Lenses

Single Vision

EXAM/FRAMES:

Additional 25% discount on frames over $160.00 and lens add-ons!
$20 Co-Pay for "medically necessary" contact lenses (designated by a doctor in cases where a 

patient’s vision cannot be corrected through the use of glasses)

Frame Benefit $160.00 allowance (per 2 yrs)

$20.00 Co-Pay for standard lenses (once per year)

COST
Comprehensive Eye Health Exam $20.00 Co Pay (per year)

Contact Lens Exam $60.00 Co-Pay (per year)
Designer Frames
Frame

LENSES:

Comprehensive Eye Health Exam

309.343.7799

$140.00 allowance (per year) instead of glasses

Bard Optical is a medically modeled practice which allows its doctors to diagnose, treat and follow eye diseases with extended testing equipment 
other practices simply do not offer. This allows members to avoid unnecessary referrals. Also, every member, retiree or family member who 

purchases a complete pair of glasses will receive a FREE pair of single vision prescription sunglasses!

VSP Insurance covers routine optometric visits only.  Medical visits are covered under the member’s health insurance and/or Medicare.

309.353.9313
309.444.2277
309.694.2273
309.647.0366

Line Trifocal

Additional 25% discount on other progressives and lens add-ons!

BARD OPTICAL -- UAW 974’s OPTICAL PROVIDER
Call Bard Optical or go to bardoptical.com to schedule an appointment and verify your eligibility.

PROGRESSIVE LENSES:
Basic
Premium

 PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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“I come as one, but I stand as 10,000” 
Loren Meyers, Plantwide Safety Chairman 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  ~  APRIL 2026  
Friday, April 3rd GOOD FRIDAY – UNION HALL CLOSED 
Sunday, April 5th EASTER   
Sunday, April 12th       EXECUTIVE BOARD MTNG – 12:00 PM 
Sunday, April 12th       GENERAL COUNCIL MTNG – 1:00 PM 

 
Wednesday, April 15th RETIREE DINNER – 11:30 AM (CANCELLED) 

 
Thursday, April 16th    SAFETY MTNGS – 8:00 AM; 12:00 PM; 4:00 PM 

 
Saturday, April 18th UAW BINGO NIGHT – 4:00 PM 

 
Thursday, April 23rd    STEWARD MTNGS – 8:00 AM; 1:00 PM; 3:00 PM; 4:00 PM 
 
Tuesday, April 28th BALLY’S QUAD CITIES BUS TRIP – 8:00 AM 

    
MAY 2026     

Friday, May 1st                  LOCAL 974 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE (June Issue) 

Sunday, May 10th MOTHER’S DAY – (ALL MEETINGS CANCELLED)  
Saturday, May 16th 2ND ANNUAL DISC GOLF TOURNAMENT – 10:30 AM  

    
Wednesday, May 20th RETIREE DINNER – 11:30 AM 

 Thursday, May 21st SAFETY MTNGS – 8:00 AM; 12:00 PM; 4:00 PM  
Monday, May 25th MEMORIAL DAY – UNION HALL CLOSED 

 
Tuesday, May 26th BALLY’S QUAD CITIES BUS TRIP – 8:00 AM 

 
Thursday, May 28th STEWARD MTNGS – 8:00 AM; 1:00 PM; 3:00 PM; 4:00 PM  
 

Cusack & Gilfillan, llC 
Attorneys At law  

240 S.W. Jefferson Ave. • SUITE 100 
Peoria, Il 61602  •  309/637-5282 

  
  
 
 
 

Reduced Fees for 

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN 

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974 
WEDNESDAY POTLUCKS  (Dinner begins at 11:30 a.m.)  

APRIL 15TH & MAY 20TH 
We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us for dinner and bingo after the meeting. 

(Please bring your own table service.)  
We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of Local 974 to join us.  Surviving spouses are As-
sociate Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to participate in our activities.   

BUS TRIPS (Bus Trips leave at 8:00 a.m.) 
Tuesday, April 28 – Bally’s Quad Cities  Bus Trip 
Tuesday, May 26 – Bally’s Quad Cities  Bus Trip 

For questions concerning the trip call Velma Walton at (309)694-3151. 
 

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?    
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become Chapter members. Re-
tirees and their spouses are welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter Meetings and activities.  
We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A variety of other activities are planned 
at various times throughout the year.   
To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month voluntary membership dues can be established at the Dues Office. The largest por-
tion of the dues dollars goes to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council which is concerned with retired workers programs and 
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of retired workers.  

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151  
Velma Walton, Chairperson • James W. Tabor, First Vice Chair • Thomas J. Bencher, Treasurer 

David LaHood, Recording Secretary • Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide • Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms • Steven C. Adams, Trustee 
  Velma Walton, Delegate • Dale Cassel, Delegate • James Tabor, Delegate • Gary Hall, Delegate • Steve Adams, Delegate 

Retirees Election Committee Mike Hoke, Chairman 

!"#$"%"&’"%"()*$
&+,"&$-./$

!
!

"#$%"##&’!()*+$#"!,--%(#"’!
!
!

012341156$,789214$+::3;146$
!

(./01231456!7!839:/!;/9<56!
-014<!80=3>(./01!7!?/:34!$/@51!
$13/4A131!7!$.5:/4!?B!C36=.31!

"3=B!’3=B!7!D0E3!’.552!
FA0G3!7!H/93!(/4439!

’31I3/6<>*<>*1:4!7!F/1J!)/99!
$1A4<33!7!’<3K3!*G/:4!
$1A4<33!7!(/159!(/4439!

!



U A W  L O C A L  9 7 4 APRIL/MAY 2026
19

UAW MEMBERS
P

A
ID

 A
D

V
E

R
TI

S
E

M
E

N
T

SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN � PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA � PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

3302 Court Street 
Pekin, IL 

309.346.0866

BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – APRIL 2026 
BOBBY KOLLER
Greetings Brother and Sisters, 
  
The current docket numbers are 5 issue grievances and 7 just cause grievances. 
 
Steward meetings are going well. Currently covering the local language of the Contract and Article 4 is the big 
one with overtime and the 20 ground rules. I believe this Article will greatly help out new union stewards. 
 
The 4% lump sum will be paid out to our members on March 27, 2026. This is all hours worked from Janu-
ary 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025, times the rate of pay. The qualifying day is December 31, 2025. The De-
cember 19, 2025, check stub will have total hours worked. This number should put you very close to the year’s 
total hours. 
 
We have docketing with the company on March 12, 2026, for East Peoria just cause grievances, 2 discharges 
and one 3-day suspension. 
 
There is an AG-IMP Conference that will take place on March 30, 2026, through April 2, 2026, in Milwaukee, 
WI. Event dates coming up are April 18, 2026, for Bingo Night and May 16, 2026, for 2nd Annual Frisbee Golf 
Tournament. 
 
As always if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call me at (309) 694-3151. 
   
In Solidarity,  
Bobby Koller, Bargaining Chairman 
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LOCAL 974 NEWS  
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT  

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE,  
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. & 

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS 
 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611 

(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/uawlocal974/

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170) 
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers, 
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611.  
Postage paid at Peoria, IL. 
 
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579  
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 
61611
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