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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President
I would like to thank the membership for electing me as your pres-
ident of this great local. It is the greatest honor of my life and I will
do everything within my power to not let you down.

My goals and hopes are to improve solidarity within our local and
to try to make you proud to be a union member. I plan to do this
by better training our stewards and committeemen so they will be
better equipped to respond to the many issues that arise while deal-
ing with our employer. I would also love to see our union repre-
sentatives become stronger leaders that always treats our
membership with the respect they deserve.

I am asking each of you as union members to become involved
with your union inside and outside of the shop. Please consider at-
tending a meeting or event.

The Labor Day Picnic will be held on August 26th and the parade
will be on September 4th. Your children will enjoy the picnic and if
you march in the parade you will receive a free shirt. Bring your
spouses and kids.

Thank you in advance for your participation!

STOP BY THE HALL ANYTIME MY DOOR WILL ALWAYS BE OPEN.
Randy  

UAW LOCAL 974 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Randy Diehl
Executive Vice-President
Bobby Koller
Second Vice-President
Tony Newton
Chair. of Insurance & Benefits
John Arnold
Financial Secretary-Treasurer
David J. Stoens
Recording Secretary
Jerry Lloyd
Sergeant-At-Arms
Michael Hamilton
Guide
Michael T. Beecham
Trustee
Nick Donald Jr.
Trustee
Judy Poulsen
Trustee
Tim Stear
M-A-L EP Prime Products
Mike McKinney
M-A-L EP Transmissions
Shane R. Clark
M-A-L EP Undercarriage
(Open)
Mapleton CMO Member-At-Large
Nick Bastean
M-A-L Mapleton Seals
Cody Carter
Morton GDC Member-At-Large
Melissa Bugg
TSD Member-At-Large
Rodney N. Arms
Skilled Trades Member-At-Large
Randy Buhs
SPBU Member-At-Large
Jeffery Hughes
Plantwide Safety Chairman
Larry Andereck
Retiree’s Chapter President
Jane Evans
L-2488 Retiree’s Chapter President
Phillip E. Beck
C.A.P. Chairman
James W. Tabor
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 1 Caterpillar
Mike Atkinson
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 4 TMW
(Open)
Bargaining Chair. – City of Delavan
(Open)
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PW
Gregory A. Osborn
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PD
Brenden Williams
Bargain. Chair. – Unit 12 South Pekin
Charles Ed Burke

UAW LOCAL 974 VETERANS’ COMMITTEE 

UAW PATRIOT DAY DINNER
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2017- 5:00PM
ALLVETERANS AND SPOUSES WELCOME – NO CHARGE

RSVP by AUGUST 31, 2017 – 
Return reservation form to Local 974 or call 694-3151

I WILL BE ATTENDING THE UAW PATRIOT DAY DINNER 

Name:________________________________________________________________

Badge:________________________  Branch of Service:_______________________

Spouse:_______________________  Phone:_________________________________
UAW Local 974 Veterans’ Committee:  Gary Hall, Chairman
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BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
MIKE ATKINSON
Greetings Brother and Sisters,

As of June 26th we have 13 discharges, 24 suspensions and 20 issue grievances in the arbitration back log.

I would like to thank everyone for taking the time to come out to the hall to vote for change.

I have a lot to learn in this position. I have a lot of knowledge available with Randy Diehl and Bobby Koller.

We had our Steward meeting on June 22nd and we started a new program of drawing for a free T-shirt for
each meeting. The following people won shirts:
8:00a.m. meeting – John Nidiffer / 1:00p.m. meeting – Adam Mellor / 4:15p.m. meeting Pam Newman

Steward elections should be getting posted in the facilities. So if you would like to get involved ask for a
nomination form from your committeeman or stop by the hall and pick one up.

Soon after the steward elections we will be doing new steward training at the hall. This will be done on a
weekday not on the weekend. There will be more information on the training at a later date.

In Solidarity,
Mike Atkinson, Bargaining Chairman

FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT
DAVE STOENS
It was great to see a good turnout for the election. I am very honored that this membership has chosen me to
be your Financial Secretary Treasurer.

I encourage all of our new local 974 members along with the rest of our membership to stop by the hall to 
purchase a union shirt to wear in the shop. Show pride in your union.

Please purchase V-Cap raffle tickets. The proceeds from these ticket sales helps to promote union friendly 
candidates. Grand prize is $10,000 with other prizes of $3,000, $2,000 and $1,000. If you are interested in 
selling V-Cap tickets see me in my office on Tuesdays.

Dave Stoens - UAW Local 974, Financial Secretary/Treasurer

FINANCIAL REPORT
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18th ANNUAL LOCAL 974

FLIGHTED FOUR-PLAYER SCRAMBLE
Saturday, September 9, 2017
Sunset Hills Golf Course, Pekin, Illinois
Shotgun Start  (Registration (9 am Tee-off 10 am)

Dinner will follow Tournament
Entry fee for all golfers is $60.
Entry fee includes golf, cart, prize money for 3 flights, 
skins game, dinner after golf, and your donation to the 
scholarship fund.

Sponsored by the Local 974 

Heather Henninger Scholarship Committee

All foursomes will qualify for prize monies.
Your local union, business, committee, or group 
can sponsor a hole on the course for $100.
To schedule foursomes or for more information

Contact Randy Diehl 309-251-3377 or
Bobby Koller 309-229-1754.
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UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

– 1ST SHIFT
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

From Last Issue
Gregory D. Hall A 12/25/16

May
Carl W. Owens R 05/03/17
Virgil E. Adolphson R 05/05/17
Melvin H. Noe R 05/05/17
Dwight H. Tanner R 05/06/17
Marvin D. Ulm R 05/08/17
Jamie J. Snyder A 05/11/17
William T. Freeman R 05/11/17
Edward P. Heinz R 05/12/17
Leo H. Tosch R 05/12/17
Carl E. Miller R 05/14/17
John R. Zears R 05/14/17
Carroll D. Maloney R 05/14/17
Howard E. Bishop R 05/14/17
Maurice A. Thomas R 05/16/17
William H. Clayburg R 05/17/17
Ramon G. Zerwer R 05/20/17
James A. Spoon R 05/22/17
Barbaree B. Garry R 05/23/17
Leroy W. Jording R 05/23/17
Raymond S. Horton R 05/23/17
Archie T. Rowland R 05/24/17
Donald R. Morrison R 05/24/17
Paul M. Foster R 05/26/17
William A. Smith R 05/28/17

June
William L. Cotton Jr. R 06/01/17
John J. Konwinski R 06/04/17
Donald G. Guimond R 06/04/17
James G. Morris R 06/05/17
Wayne E. Wood R 06/06/17
Jerry W. Nau R 06/10/17
John E. Reed R 06/17/17
Roy N. Nicholson R 06/21/17
Carmen E. Culp R 06/24/17
Mary M. Cornish R 06/25/17

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or
retired members passes away. 

We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
WED. POTLUCKS –  AUG. 16 & SEPT. 20

We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us
for dinner and Bingo after the meeting. 

(Please bring your own table service.) 

We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of
Local 974 to join us. Surviving spouses are Associate
Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to
participate in our activities.

BUS TRIPS
Tuesday, August 22nd – Catfish Bend

Tuesday, Sept. 26th – Isle of Capri
For questions concerning the trips call 

Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President

Velma Walton, First Vice President
James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Richard “Jack” Evans, Recording Secretary
Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms

Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide
David Blumenstock, Trustee
Steven C. Adams, Trustee
John Bainbridge, Trustee



U A W  L O C A L 9 7 4 A U G U S T  / S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 7
8

HeartlandVision
For All UAW 974 Members

HEARTLAND VISION – PEORIA’S UNION SHOP OPTICAL PROVIDER
Call Heartland Vision to set up an appointment and have them verify your eligibility.

2524 W. Farrelly Ave. (Next to Avanti’s)  •  PEORIA, IL  309.681.4679 • www.heartlandvision.com
This discount schedule can be used with our insurance with VSP.

HEARTLAND VISION also accepts your old insurance plan for members who retired before 1992.

Heartland Vision is an in Network Provider
for our new Vision Insurance, VSP

HEARTLAND
VISION

NETWORK 
PREFERRED
PROVIDER!

VSP 
PROVIDER 

RECOMMENDED 
BY 

UAW 974

SERVICE Includes VSP Discount for Members
COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAM $40.00
FRAME $34.00
DESIGNER FRAMES (frames with retail price over $100)  30% OFF RETAIL
LENSES: MEMBERS
SINGLE VISION $40.00
LINE BIFOCAL $65.00
LINE TRIFOCAL $85.00
PROGRESSIVE LENSES: MEMBERS
BASIC PAL $110.00
PREMIUM PAL $170.00
ULTRA PREMIUM PAL $225.00
ALL OTHER PAL RETAIL 20%

EYEGLASS LENS OPTION:
HI-INDEX 1.60 (thinner lens) $50.00
HI-INDEX 1.67 (ultra thin lens) $95.00
POLYCARBONATE (impact resistant) $30.00
TRANSITION LENSES (darken and lighten) $80.00
POLARIZED SUNGLASS LENSES $65.00
TEFLON CLEAR COAT WITH ANTI-REFLECTIVE COATING $89.00
ZEISS ANTI-REFLECTIVE COATING $75.00

SERVICE MEMBERS

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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•  C o m m i t t e d  t o  o u r  p a t i e n t s  
•  P ro fe s s i o n a l ,  d e d i ca te d  h e a r i n g   
   ca re  p ra c t i t i o ne r s  
•  M o s t  t r u s te d  n a m e  i n  h e a r i n g  ca re  
•  E x c l u s i ve  l i f e t i m e  a f t e r ca re  p r o g ra m  
•  C u t t i n g  e d g e  t e ch n o l o g y  f o r  e ve r y  l i f e s t y l e  
•  O ve r  1 5 0 0  o f f i ce s  w o r l d w i d e  

PEORIA • 4704 N. Sheridan 
(309) 688-4327 
 

PEKIN • 2508 Court 
(309) 346-5323 
 

CANTON • 511 N. Main 
(309) 647-0920 
 

NORMAL • 1520 E. College 
(309) 451-4312 
 

EAST PEORIA • 103 River Rd., Ste. C  
(309) 966-2697 

If you are a CAT reƟree  or current CAT employee with United Healthcare Insurance,  
CALL TODAY for an appointment to Įnd out if you may qualify for hearing aids with no out of pocket expense!! 

Can you  
hear your  
grandkids?   

Professional. 
Trustworthy. 
Caring. 

Contact Dr. Rebecca Wood, proud 
daughter of Walt Wood, Caterpillar 
retiree, for all your hearing needs. 

BLOOMINGTON • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

“The Union Difference”  Security, Family, Community

LABOR DAY PARADE 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2017

Parade starts at 10:00 a.m.
Local 974 Unit assembles at 9:00 a.m. • Monroe and Hancock Streets • Peoria, Illinois

After our parade there will be a
RIVERFRONT COMMUNITY EVENT 

Food, Drink & Musical Entertainment
If you are a member of Local 974, active or retired, please come march with our unit in the parade – Contact Randy Diehl 309.694.3151

UAW CALENDAR OF  EVENTS
AUGUST 2017

Sun 13 Exec Board Meeting 11:00am

Sun 13 General Council Meeting 1:00pm

Wed 16 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am

Thu 17 Safety Council Mtgs 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm

Tue 22 Catfish Bend Casino Bus Trip 8:00am

Thu 24 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm

Sat 26 Labor Day Picnic 11:00am - 1:00pm

SEPTEMBER 2017
Fri 1 Newsletter Deadline (October Paper)
Mon 4 Labor Day - (Union Hall Closed)

Labor Day Parade - 8:00am

Sat 9 18th Annual Flighted Four Player 
Golf Tournament
Registration 9:00am / Tee-off 10:00am

Sun 10 Exec Board Meeting 11:00am

Sun 10 General Council Meeting 1:00pm

Mon 11 Patriot Day Dinner 5:00pm - 7:00pm

Wed 20 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am

Thu 21 Safety Council Mtgs 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm

SEPTEMBER cont.
Mon 25 UAW Red Cross

Blood Drive 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Tue 26 Isle of Capri Casino 
Bus Trip 8:00am

Thu 28 Steward Council Mtgs
8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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RETIREES • Medicare Reimbursement
From time to time, I remind our retirees about the Medicare Part B reimbursement portion of our plan. If you or your spouse are medicare age,
65, and enrolled for Medicare Part A & B, you are also eligible for reimbursement of the Part B Premium. The Plan will reimburse your pre-
mium up to $99.50. You must contact Hewitt at 1-877-228-4010 to enroll for the reimbursement, both the member and spouse are eligible.

INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD
Well here we are again. I Want to thank everyone that came out and voted during the triennial election. It was
one of the best turn outs I have ever seen. Summer is upon us finally and I hope everyone is having a safe and
happy summer.  It is time to complete the third quarter Health Risk Assessment and the good thing about this
one is it is our last one we’ll have to complete. It must be completed by September 30th. Since we will be under
the management insurance plan we no longer will be required to do these surveys as of January 1, 2018.
As I write this article there has been no news as of yet on any changes to the retiree’s insurance plan for next
year. Nor has there been any information about what the premiums will be for 2018. I probably will not have
that information until late October or early November. 
If you are an active member and are on workers compensation, short term or long term medical please DO
NOT do anything that is not within your restrictions. I also can’t stress enough to stay off social media and post-
ing what you are doing. The company does monitor those sites and what you post can and does impact your
status and possibly any settlement offer you may be entitled to. So please stay off those sites.
As we get closer to November and the enrollment period please call ahead to make sure that someone will be
here so your issue can be fully addressed. Also, this office is still encountering retirees and their spouses that
have not signed up for Medicare reimbursement. If you or your spouse is on Medicare Part B and on Cater-
pillar insurance then you are entitled to the Medicare reimbursement. You must call Hewitt at 1-877-228-4010
to sign up. This is not done automatically.
In Solidarity, John Arnold, Insurance & Benefits Rep.
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MISCELLANEOUS

Frank Sinatra MP3 C.D. 153
songs
Johnny Cash C.D. 142 songs 
$10 each.  
309-467-3284

32’ semi trailer $500. 
1/2 hp pump and 6 rolls. 2” x
50’ hose $250. 
Redwood picnic table $55. 
309-925-3770

Honda 50cc adult owned.
$650
309-925-3770

Tire: LT 245/75 R16 M/T with
6 hole rim. Never used $150.
309-925-3770

Sand blaster $100. 
B & D Valve grinder $300. 
Bridgeport mill $800.
110v Bandsaw $150. 
20” lathe $1500 tools. 
309-597-2555

SERVICES

Heating and Air Conditioning 
Services, Repairs & Installa-
tion
309-696-8253

AUTOMOTIVE

1994 Honda SE runs and
drives good. Needs exhaust
system and speedometer.
$600 firm.
309-678-3271
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Joint Pain? Have your tried Prolotherapy, 
PRP Injections, or Stem Cell Injections?

350 Cimmeron Drive • East Peoria, Illinois 61611

309.688.4484

UAW LOCAL 974 • HEATHER HENNINGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION 2017 - 2018
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address/City/State:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Zip ____________  Phone (_______)_________________ __  Date of Birth ______________  Male _____  Female ______

College Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Freshman ___  Sophomore ___  Junior ___ Senior ___ Other ___________________    Class Hours ___________________

Email address ________________________________________________________________________________________

UAW Local 974 Family Member: _________________________________________________________________________

Badge ___________________  Applicant’s Relationship to 974 Member___________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________  Zip ___________  Phone (_______)____________________

Only one entry per student.     It must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday, August 25, 2017

Return to:  Dues Office
Local 974 UAW  •  3025 Springfield Road  •  East Peoria IL  61611

   

HEATHER HENNINGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
2017 – 2018 
 
 

The General Council, Executive Board and Retirees’ Chapter of Local 974 have 
elected to award fourteen (14) $500 scholarships from the Heather Henninger 
Scholarship Fund for the 2017 through 2018 college school year. 
 
The following guidelines have been established for qualified entrants: 
 
1.  Entrant must be the child, grandchild, stepchild or step grandchild of an active 
     retired or deceased Local 974 Member in good standing. 
 
2.  Entrant must be enrolled as a full-time college student (minimum 12 hours) for 
     the 2017 – 2018 college school year. 
 
3.  Entrants must submit the Scholarship Fund Application by Friday, August 25, 
     2017. 
 
A drawing will be held on Sunday, September 10th at the General Council Meeting. 
 
Seven male and seven female students will be awarded a $500 each in cash 
scholarships for a total of $7,000 in scholarship awards. 
 
Please complete and return the application to the Publicity & Education Office.  It 
must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday, August 25, 2017. 
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LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

ATTENTION
THE LAW OFFICE OF STEPHENS FIDDES MCGILL & ASSOCIATES, P.C. IS NOW REPRESENTING CLIENTS FOR:

PRE-PAID LEGAL PLANS ACCEPTED

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611

G. Douglas Stephens      Gordon M. Fiddes     Norman L. McGill      Sharbel A. Rantisi

• Asbestos Exposure
• Mesothelioma/Cancer
• Stryker Hip Implants
• Pradaxa Drug Cases

STEPHENS FIDDES McGILL & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for the Injured

Peoria: (309) 637-2667                                Pekin: (309) 353-5297

ALL AT REDUCED FEES FOR UAW MEMBERS
AND THEIR DEPENDENTS!

Our firm has successfully represented thousands of UAW members and their dependants in their personal injury, wrongful death, and/or
worker’s compensation cases, and has recovered millions of dollars for injuries and lost wages. No fees/cost until you win!
Our firm has attorneys on staff who concentrate in:

• Bankruptcy
• Estate Administration and Probate
• Wills and Trusts
• DUI and Driver’s License Reinstatement
• Criminal Law: Felonies and Misdemeanors

Denied Social Security Disability? Don’t Give Up! Our attorneys can analyze your case free of charge. There is never a fee unless you win.


