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REPRESENTING WORKERS AT – CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE,  CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY
PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPARTMENT & VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

VOL 70 • OCTOBER 2018

ARTS & CRAFTS SALE
Saturday, Nov. 17 & Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018

Local 974 UAW Union Hall - 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois

9:00 am - 4:00 pm  •  FREE  Admission & Door Prize Ticket
Event Sponsored by: The UAW Local 974 Heather Henninger Scholarship Fund Committee

For more information: Call Dave Blumenstock at (309) 369-7822 or at the Union Hall (309) 694-3151
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President
Greetings Brothers & Sisters,
We have been very busy the last month. We held another successful
bowling tournament at Sunset Lanes in Pekin on August 4th.
We also had our annual Labor Day Picnic on August 25th and we
had about 170 members march in the Peoria Labor Day Parade.
At our General Council Meeting on September 9th we drew the
names of 7 girls and 7 boys for the Heather Henninger $500.00
scholarships (see page 10 for the names drawn) and we had our an-
nual Heather Henninger Golf Outing on September 29th.
In closing, I implore you to get out and vote on November 6th and to
please vote for candidates that support Labor and our way of life.

In Solidarity, Randy Diehl  

UAW LOCAL 974 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Randy Diehl
Executive Vice-President
Bobby Koller
Second Vice-President
Tony Newton
Chair. of Insurance & Benefits
John Arnold
Financial Secretary-Treasurer
David J. Stoens
Recording Secretary
Jerry Lloyd
Sergeant-At-Arms
Michael Hamilton
Guide
Michael T. Beecham
Trustee
Nick Donald Jr.
Trustee
Judy Poulsen
Trustee
Tim Stear
M-A-L EP Prime Products
Mike McKinney
M-A-L EP Transmissions
Shane R. Clark
M-A-L EP Undercarriage
Rob Hawkins
Mapleton CMO Member-At-Large
Nick Bastean
M-A-L Mapleton Seals
Cody Carter
Morton GDC Member-At-Large
Melissa Bugg
TSD Member-At-Large
Rodney N. Arms
Skilled Trades Member-At-Large
Randy Buhs
SPBU Member-At-Large
(Open)
Plantwide Safety Chairman
Larry Andereck
Retiree’s Chapter President
Jane Evans
L-2488 Retiree’s Chapter President
Phillip E. Beck
C.A.P. Chairman
James W. Tabor
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 1 Caterpillar
Mike Atkinson
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 4 TMW
Dan Rainville
Bargaining Chair. – City of Delavan
(Open)
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PW
Gregory A. Osborn
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PD
Brenden Williams
Bargain. Chair. – Unit 12 South Pekin
Charles Ed Burke

LABOR DAY PARADE 2018
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD
I hope everyone had a great Summer and is ready for Fall like I am? Fall is the best season because it has
nice cool mornings and the temperature for the day doesn’t get too high. Plus it’s football season. Go Bears!!

Now onto insurance topics. The deadline has passed for active members that are eligible to retire to put their
application in for the retirement bonus. I’m sure over the next several months a lot of you guys and gals will
be retiring and I just want to say thank you for your service.

Annual enrollment is right around the corner and many of you should have received a letter from Caterpillar
at the end of August or beginning of September. That letter only went out to the retirees that DID NOT get into
the management plan for this year. For those of you who stayed with the “Union Plan” you will have another
opportunity to get into the management plan for 2019. This may be your last chance to get into it. As of the
writing of this article I don’t know what 2019’s premiums will be. I will post them on the UAW’s website when
I get them.

If you retired on or before January 1, 2005 you are NOT being offered this management plan again.  I don’t
know why Caterpillar will not extend the offer to you, but maybe one day they finally will.

For those that are being offered the management plan again there has been seminars all this summer here at
the hall discussing different plans. There is one final seminar on October 23rd at 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. if you’d like to know how things will work with Medicare and the management plan. I will gladly an-
swer any questions you have between now and enrollment about this management plan, but this is still a de-
cision that each retiree and spouse need to make. I will give you the ins and outs of both offers but like last
year I will not give a recommendation one way or the other.

But I want ALL of you who are on the Caterpillar/Union plan to prepare yourselves for premiums to be high
for 2019. Like I said earlier I don’t have those figures yet, probably won’t until sometime in October, but I’m
sure they will be going up. There were a lot of retirees that jumped into the management plan for 2018 which
means the “pool” shrunk considerably.

I’m sure I will be seeing or talking to many of you in October and /or November. I hope everyone has a great
Fall and since the next paper won’t be out until December – Happy Thanksgiving!

In Solidarity, John Arnold, Insurance & Benefits Chairman
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Joint Pain? Have your tried Prolotherapy, 
PRP Injections, or Stem Cell Injections?

350 Cimmeron Drive • East Peoria, Illinois 61611

309.688.4484
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As November draws near, the CAP Council would like to take this opportunity to
remind everyone to be sure to register and vote in this upcoming election.  

General Election Information / Early Voting Starts: Sept 27, 2018

Election Day: Nov. 6, 2018

Absentee Ballots Due: postmarked by Nov 6, 2018 / received by Nov 20, 2018

Voter Registration / Deadline Oct. 9, 2018 Grace Period Oct 10 thru Election
Day
>online Oct 21, 2018  
>same day voting & registration: call local election office

Your Local 974 CAP council, along with the UAW IL State CAP Board, have re-
searched candidates throughout the state, and have endorsed those we believe
will support working families and our membership. Our endorsements for  Illinois
State Leadership are: 

Governor J.B. Pritzker
Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton
Atty Genera Kwame Raoul
Sec. of State Jesse White
Treasurer Michael Frerichs
Comptroller Susana Mendoza

Please see our complete list of UAW endorsed candidates:

http://uawendorsements.org/official-endorsement/illinois/

Thank You. 
Peoria Area Cap Council, UAW Local 974, Jim Tabor, Chairman, 
John Bainbridge, Executive Vice-Chairman, Stan Valentine, Vice Chairman
Marcia McCann, Financial Secretary

Labor Day

Parade 2018!
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9-Pin No Tap Team Tournament 

Entry Form 
 

Team Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bowler 1: __________________________ Bowler 2: _________________________ 
 
Bowler 3: __________________________ Bowler 4: _________________________ 
 
Bowler 5: __________________________  
 
 
Phone Number: ___________________  Email: ____________________________ 
 
 
Entry fee: $100.00 for 5 person team 
 
Please make all checks payable to: UAW Local 974   
 
Return completed entry form and entry fee to: 
 

UAW Local 974 
3025 Springfield Road 
East Peoria, IL 61611 
 

             !
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

July
Rodger M. Ahlstrom R 07/06/18
Joe D. Dobbs D 07/09/18
Richard T. Moehring Jr. A 07/10/18
William L. Hockenbury R 07/14/18
John W. McCord R 07/14/18
Charles D. Swonger R 07/19/18
Charles E. Pittman R 07/20/18
Kenneth E. Clore R 07/20/18
Anthony Jenkins D 07/22/18
Joseph R. Leddy Jr. R 07/23/18
James E. Ellis R 07/30/18

August
Paul E. Dillefeld R 08/03/18
Gerald A. Blandin R 08/08/18
Robert E. Yocum R 08/14/18
Gordon S. Henry R 08/18/18
Everett F. McClellan R 08/18/18
Robert G. Sandifar R 08/20/18
Ernest P. Dhaese R 08/20/18
Harold W. Sutherland R 08/20/18
Jack L. Elam R 08/23/18
James H. Alexander R 08/29/18
Robert J. Harris R 08/30/18

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away. 
We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
WED. POTLUCKS –  OCT. 17 & NOV. 21

We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us
for dinner and Bingo after the meeting. 

(Please bring your own table service.) 

We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of
Local 974 to join us. Surviving spouses are Associate
Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to
participate in our activities.

BUS TRIPS
Tuesday, October 23rd – Catfish Bend
Tuesday, November 27th – Isle of Capri

For questions concerning the trips call 
Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President

Velma Walton, First Vice President
James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Richard Jack “Honey”  Evans, Recording Secretary
Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms

Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide
David Blumenstock, Trustee
Steven C. Adams, Trustee
John Bainbridge, Trustee



2524 W. Farrelly Ave. (Next to Avanti’s) • PEORIA, IL 309-681-4679 www.heartlandvision.com
This discount schedule can be used with our insurance with United Health Care and Blue Cross. 
HEARTLAND VISION also accepts your old insurance plan for members who retired before 1992.

HEARTLAND VISION – PEORIA’S UNION SHOP OPTICAL PROVIDER
Call Heartland Vision to set up an appointment and have them verify your eligibility.

Heartland Vision 
For All UAW 974 Members

Union Discounts • Bill Your Insurance Directly
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GREAT BENEFITS 
for members, retirees, 

and dependent 
children.

20% DISCOUNT IS AVAILABLE ON MOST OTHER PRODUCTS AND SERVICES NOT NOTED IN THE ABOVE PRICE SCHEDULE. Prices valid through December 2015.

SERVICE MEMBERS RETAIL SERVICE MEMBERS RETAIL
COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAM $40.00 $59.00
FRAME $34.00 up to $79.00
DESIGNER FRAMES (frames with retail price over $100) 30% OFF RETAIL FULL PRICE

LENSES:
SINGLE VISION $40.00 $60.00
LINE BIFOCAL $65.00 $95.00
LINE TRIFOCAL $85.00 $125.00

PROGRESSIVE LENSES:
BASIC $110.00 $160.00
PREMIUM $170.00 $235.00
ULTRA PREMIUM $225.00 $295.00
ALL OTHER PROGRESSIVE LENSES RECEIVE A 20% DISCOUNT

EYEGLASS LENS OPTIONS:
HI-INDEX 1.60 (thinner lens) $50.00 $70.00
HI-INDEX 1.67 (ultra thin lens) $95.00 $130.00
POLYCARBONATE (impact resistant) $30.00 $40.00
TRANSITION LENSES (darken and lighten) $80.00 $100.00
POLARIZED SUNGLASS LENSES $65.00 $85.00
TEFLON CLEAR COAT WITH ANTI-REFLECTIVE COATING $89.00 $109.00
ZEISS ANTI-REFLECTIVE COATING $75.00 $79.00

CONTACTS:
10% OFF RETAIL PRICE (1 YEAR SUPPLY)

CONTACT LENS PACKAGE $99.00 $153.00
(Exam, fitting fee, and 3-month supply of select spherical contacts)

OUR VISION BENEFITS  AT  HEARTLAND VISION
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SERVICE            COST
COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAM .....................$20.00 Co-Pay (per year)

CONTACT LENS EXAM .................................$60.00 Co-Pay (per year)

FRAME BENEFIT ................................ $160.00 Benefit (every two years)

CONTACT LENSES ............. $140.00 Benefit (every year) instead of glasses

LENSES .......................... $20.00 Co-Pay for Standard Lenses (once per year)

$20 Co-Pay for “medically necessary” contact lenses (designated by a doctor in 
cases where a patients vision cannot be corrected through the use of glasses)
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SERVICE MEMBERS RETAIL
  COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXA M $40.00 $59.00

$34.00 up to $79.00
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ESIGNER FRAMES     (frames with retail price over $100) 30% OFF RETAIL FULL PRICE

LENSES:
 SINGLE VISION $40.00 $60.00

 ILINE B FOCA L $65.00 $95.00
 LINE TRIFOCAL $85.00 $125.00

OGRESSIVE LENSES:
IC $110.00 $160.00

REMIUM $170.00 $235.00
 ULTRAPREMIUM $225.00 $295.00

 ALLOTHER PROGRESSIVE   ALENSES RECEIVE  20% DISCOUNT

       
                

            

       
             

    
      

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

O U R  V I S I O N  B E N E F I T S  A T  H E A R T L A N D  V I S I O N
The following Benefits for active members and retirees that are on the management Executive or Blue Cross plan. The following benefits are for members that retired between 1992 and March 1, 2017 and are on the United

Health Care Plan. This does not include the members of the management executive plan. This plan will provide
members and dependents a $150 benefit to be used on examinations and materials other than eyeglass frames.

Heartland Vision

is an In Network

provider for our new

vision insurance plan

through VSP.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
MIKE ATKINSON
Greetings Brother and Sisters,
August was a hot month for all of the members in the plants.  It was a very busy month out at the hall as well.
August 9th & 10th we had committeemen training up in Ottawa at the Region 4 Pat Greathouse Center. This
was for the Caterpillar facilities only, which included York, Pontiac, Decatur, Morton, Mapleton and all of the
East Peoria facilities.
The topic was arbitration and grievance handling.  It was a great presentation put on by J.C. Zimmerman and
Tom Weber. It was an interactive class everyone had to participate and it was very informative. After talking
with the committeemen at the end of the day all of the committeemen learned a lot about what it takes with
the information needed to take a grievance in front of an arbitrator. 
August 14th we had Mapleton docketing with the company dealing with just cause grievances, we had 5
grievances, 3 discharges and 2 suspensions.  The union withdrew 2 discharges and settled on a 5 day 
suspension to repeat. The union held 1 discharge and 1 suspension.
August 16th we had another docket meeting with the company, dealing with issue grievances. We had 12
grievances from all of the local facilities.  
Issue grievances: 4 written warning, 1 job fail, 1 ratification bonus, 2 overtime, 1 benefit language, 
1 rewards/employee review and 2 call in pay.
Results: 4 written warning with 3 withdrawn and 1 held by the union, 2 overtime with 1 withdrawn and  1 held
by the union, 1 benefits language was withdrawn, 1 ratification bonus is being held by union, 1 rewards/em-
ployee review is being held by the union and 2 call in pay are being held by the union.
So as of August 17, 2018 our current docket we have 9 issue grievances and 9 just cause grievances.

In Solidarity, Mike Atkinson, Bargaining Chairman
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•  C o m m i t t e d  t o  o u r  p a t i e n t s  
•  P ro fe s s i o n a l ,  d e d i ca te d  h e a r i n g   
   ca r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  
•  M o s t  t r u s te d  n a m e  i n  h e a r i n g  ca re  
•  E x c l u s i ve  l i f e t i m e  a f t e r ca re  p r o g ra m  
•  C u t t i n g  e d g e  t e ch n o l o g y  f o r  e ve r y  l i f e s t y l e  
•  O ve r  1 5 0 0  o f f i ce s  w o r l d w i d e  

PEORIA • 4704 N. Sheridan 
(309) 688-4327 

 
PEKIN • 2508 Court 

(309) 346-5323 
 

CANTON • 511 N. Main 
(309) 647-0920 

 
NORMAL • 1520 E. College 

(309) 451-4312 
 

EAST PEORIA • 103 River Rd., Ste. C  
(309) 966-2697 

If you are a CAT reƟree  or current CAT employee with United Healthcare Insurance,  
CALL TODAY for an appointment to Įnd out if you may qualify for hearing aids with no out of pocket expense!! 

Can you  
hear your  
grandkids?   

Professional. 
Trustworthy. 
Caring. 

Contact Dr. Rebecca Wood, proud 
daughter of Walt Wood, Caterpillar 
retiree, for all your hearing needs. 

BLOOMINGTON • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

UAW CALENDAR O F  E V E N T S
OCTOBER 2018

Sun 14 Exec Board Meeting 11:30am
Sun 14 General Council Meeting 1:00pm
Wed 17 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am
Thu 18 Safety Council Mtgs 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm
Tue 23 Catfish Bend Casino Bus Trip 8:00am
Thu 25 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm
Wed 31 Halloween

NOVEMBER 2018
Thu 1 Newsletter Deadline (December Paper)

Sun 11 Exec Board Meeting 11:30am
Sun 11 General Council Meeting 1:00pm
Thu 15 Safety Meetings 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm
Thu 15 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm
Sat 17 Arts & Crafts Show 9:00am – 4:00pm
Sun 18 Arts & Crafts Show 9:00am – 4:00pm
Mon 19 UAW Red Cross Blood Drive 12:00pm
Wed 21 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am
Thu 22 Thanksgiving (Union Hall Closed)
Fri 23 Day After Thanksgiving (Union Hall Closed)
Tue 27 Isle of Capri Casino Bus Trip 8:00am 



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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MISCELLANEOUS

Skil Classic Jig Saw $20
Firm. 309-229-9182

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!
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STEPHENS  FIDDES  McGILL & ASSOC., P.C.
(309) 637-5297

ATTORNEYS FOR THE INJURED

CONCENTRATING IN:
PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:
Divorce • DUI • Criminal/Traffic • Wills/Estates •

Bankruptcy • Asbestos/Mesothelioma •
Stryker Hip Implants • Pradaxa Drug Cases •

Pre-Paid Legal Plans Accepted
Serving UAW Members & Families for 40 years!!

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill

LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611
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G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill Joseph T. Moran


