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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,

We had a meeting on April 3rd with the Secretary Treasurer of the In-
ternational Ray Curry, Region 4 Director Ron Mc Inroy and several
other high ranking International leaders. We had approximately a four
(4) hour meeting with them and they answered all of our questions,
including some tough ones. Something that I know is of interest to
our membership is the extra ½ hour union dues that is being de-
ducted from our checks. We were told that at the rate we are
presently going and barring any strikes, the extra ½ hour of union
dues will stop being deducted from our checks approximately around
June and July of 2020.  Hopefully this happens!

We had the Easter Egg Hunt at the hall on April 13th. Everyone had
a good time, but I wish that we could get more of our membership in-
volved.

We had our Annual Laura Valentine Bags Tournament on May 18th.
All proceeds went to St. Jude.

I also contacted the Peoria Chiefs and set up a UAW Night at the ball-
park on June 29th at 6:35 p.m.  I was able to get us a $5.00 dis-
count on tickets for our members and families and they will have
fireworks after the game.  It should be a great time!  Tickets are avail-
able at website: groupmatics.events/UAWNIGHT

We also have selected 11 stewards to send to advanced summer
school in Ottawa for the week of August 19th for training.

In Solidarity, Randy Diehl

UAW LOCAL 974 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Randy Diehl
Executive Vice-President
Bobby Koller
Second Vice-President
Tony Newton
Chair. of Insurance & Benefits
John Arnold
Financial Secretary-Treasurer
David J. Stoens
Recording Secretary
Jerry Lloyd
Sergeant-At-Arms
Michael Hamilton
Guide
Michael T. Beecham
Trustee
Nick Donald Jr.
Trustee
Judy Poulsen
Trustee
Tim Stear
M-A-L EP Prime Products
Mike McKinney
M-A-L EP Transmissions
Shane R. Clark
M-A-L EP Undercarriage
Rob Hawkins
Mapleton CMO Member-At-Large
Open
M-A-L Mapleton Seals
Cody Carter
Morton GDC Member-At-Large
Melissa Bugg
TSD Member-At-Large
Rodney N. Arms
Skilled Trades Member-At-Large
Randy Buhs
SPBU Member-At-Large
(Open)
Plantwide Safety Chairman
Larry Andereck
Retiree’s Chapter President
Jane Evans
L-2488 Retiree’s Chapter President
Phillip E. Beck
C.A.P. Chairman
James W. Tabor
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 1 Caterpillar
Mike Atkinson
Bargaining Chair. – Unit 4 TMW
Dan Rainville
Bargaining Chair. – City of Delavan
(Open)
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PW
Gregory A. Osborn
Bargain. Chair. – Mason City PD
Justin Donovan
Bargain. Chair. – Unit 12 South Pekin
Robert D. Hart



 

 

P
A
ID
 A
D
V
E
R
T
IS
E
M
E
N
T

Joint Pain? Have your tried Prolotherapy, 
PRP Injections, or Stem Cell Injections?

350 Cimmeron Drive • East Peoria, Illinois 61611

309.688.4484
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD
Well Spring is finally here as I write this article.  I’m so happy that winter is behind us and warmer months are
ahead of us.

I want to remind those that are in the management/HRA insurance plan that there are still seminars here every
month. Those seminars are put on by Physicians Mutual at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of every
month. They will explain how the HRA (Health Reimbursement Account) will work once you turn 65 and are
on Medicare.

Retirees mark your calendar for October 10, 2019. There will be a Health Fair at St. Anne’s Fellowship from
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. They will be doing hearing tests, blood pressure, body composition, nutrition as-
sessments, health screenings, cholesterol and fitness assessments. This is for Union retirees and their spouses
all for free.

I hope you all have a wonderful summer and a safe one as well.

P.S. I hope you’re enjoying your retirement JA, JS and TF.

In Solidarity, 
John Arnold, Insurance & Benefits Chairman
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UAW LOCAL 974 VETERANS’ COMMITTEE 

UAW PATRIOT DAY DINNER
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019- 5:00PM
ALLVETERANS AND SPOUSES WELCOME – NO CHARGE

RSVP by AUGUST 30, 2019
Return reservation form to Local 974 or call 694-3151

I WILL BE ATTENDING THE UAW PATRIOT DAY DINNER 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Badge:_______________________________________________  Branch of Service:____________________________________

Spouse:______________________________________________   Phone:______________________________________________
UAW Local 974 Veterans’ Committee:  Gary Hall, Chairman

Please print and fill out and return by August 30, 2019
Mail to: UAW Local 964, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, IL 61611 or call (309) 694-3151 for reservations.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

March
Raymond E. Gordley R 03/01/19
Randy M. Crum R 03/03/19
Marvin E. Keim R 03/04/19
Eva G. Conrad R 03/09/19
William E. Collins A 03/14/19
Jerry L. Eakle R 03/16/19
Vernon L. Dunn R 03/19/19
Clarence W. Owen R 03/19/19
Earl F. Hill R 03/22/19
Huey D. White R 03/25/19
Randy L. Coziahr A 03/25/19
Robert J. Criss Sr. R 03/26/19

April
Ethel L. Mosher R 04/03/19
Danial T. Cannon R 04/03/19
Dean A. Boswell R 04/03/19
Dale A. Cochran R 04/04/19
Walter B. Koch Jr. R 04/05/19
John M. Skaggs R 04/06/19
Kurt A. Skender R 04/08/19
Roger F. Suddith R 04/09/19
Carl W. Becker R 04/14/19
Fred F. Schmidgall R 04/15/19
Oscar J. Means R 04/16/19
William E. Lercher R 04/16/19
Harold E. Dikeman R 04/17/19
Kurt P. Milkereit R 04/19/19
Terry W. Ing A 04/20/19
Arthur L. Rauhaus R 04/21/19
Bob L. Frederick R 04/24/19
William J. Allen Jr. R 04/25/19
Udell Moore R 04/27/19

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away. 
We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
WED. POTLUCKS –  JUNE 19 & JULY 17

We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us
for dinner and Bingo after the meeting. 

(Please bring your own table service.) 

We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of
Local 974 to join us. Surviving spouses are Associate
Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to
participate in our activities.

BUS TRIPS
Tuesday, June 25th – Isle of Capri
Tuesday, July 23rd – Isle of Capri
For questions concerning the trips call 

Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President

Velma Walton, First Vice President
James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Richard Jack “Honey”  Evans, Recording Secretary
Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms

Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide
David Blumenstock, Trustee
Steven C. Adams, Trustee
John Bainbridge, Trustee



“The Union Difference”  Security, Family, Community

LABOR DAY PARADE 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2019
Parade starts at 10:00 a.m.

Local 974 Unit assembles at 9:00 a.m. • Monroe and Hancock Streets • Peoria, Illinois
After our parade there will be a

RIVERFRONT COMMUNITY EVENT 
Food, Drink & Musical Entertainment

If you are a member of Local 974, active or retired, 
please come march with our unit in the parade – Contact Randy Diehl 309.251.3377
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To schedule your foursome or for more information, contact: 
Randy Diehl at 309-251-3377 or Bobby Koller at 309-229-1754 
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Hotdogs & Brats 
Lemonade 

Water Bouncy 
House 
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Can you  
hear your  
grandkids?  

Professional. 
Trustworthy. 
Caring. 

 
 
 

BLOOMINGTON • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

PAID ADVERTISEMENT



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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UAW CALENDAR O F  E V E N T S
JUNE 2019

Sun 9 Exec Board Meeting 12:00pm
Sun 9 General Council Meeting 1:00pm
Sun 16 Father’s Day
Wed 19 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am
Thu 20 Safety Meetings 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm
Tue 25 Isle of Capri Casino Bus Trip 8:00am
Thu 27 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm

Sat 29 UAW Night with the Peoria Chiefs 6:35pm

JULY 2019
Mon 1 Newsletter Deadline (August Paper)
Thu 4 Independence Day - (Union Hall Closed)
Sun 14 Exec Board Meeting 12:00pm
Sun 14 General Council Meeting 1:00pm
Wed 17 Retiree’s Chapter Mtg & Dinner 11:30am
Thu 18 Safety Meetings 8:00 / 12:00 / 4:00pm

Mon 22 UAW Red Cross Blood Drive 12:00pm  
Tue 23 Isle of Capri Casino Bus Trip 8:00am
Thu 25 Steward Council Mtgs 8:00 / 1:00 / 4:00pm

Congratulations to Ryan Maracco for winning the 
St. Louis Cardinals – Chicago Cubs ticket raffle in April 2019, 
from everyone on the UAW Local 974 Veterans Committee.

In Solidarity,
Gary Hall - Veterans Committee Chairman
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BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
MIKE ATKINSON
Greetings Brother and Sisters,
I hope everyone had a nice Easter. I am like everyone else glad this winter is behind us; I am looking forward to spring
and summer.

On March 19, 2019 we took a 3 day suspension grievance to arbitration. The grievant was Shane Steveson an East
Peoria employee whom the company accused of not using a wooden gauge to align pins and bushings up properly
before being pressed together. The day I was preparing this article we received the arbitrator’s award. The arbitra-
tor found in favor of Mr. Steveson and the company is to remove the suspension and make him whole.

On March 20, 2019 we had another grievance slated for arbitration for a Morton employee, which a settlement on
that grievance was reached. The grievant has decided she no longer desires to work for Caterpillar. She has been
taking some classes to complete a degree she was working on while working at Caterpillar and will pursue a differ-
ent employment opportunity. We hate losing a member but wish her the best and stay in touch.

As of 4/26/19 we have 20 grievances on our docket. 10 Issue grievances and 10 just cause grievances.

On April 16th & 17th Randy Diehl and I along with two committee chairmen Matthew Diebel and Matthew Butler
attended the annual Spring Ag Imp Conference in Ottawa IL at the Pat Greathouse Center. This is the time when all
of Region 4’s local unions from Caterpillar, John Deere and Case New Holland get together and exchange reports
on how each local is performing.

Also, at the time of the report the government passed a 2 trillion dollar infrastructure bill. Hopefully this will happen
and it creates more union jobs and orders for Caterpillar which in turn keeps our membership employed.

Have a great summer and be safe.

In Solidarity Mike Atkinson, Bargaining Chairman

UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!

16

FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT
DAVE STOENS FINANCIAL REPORT JUNE 2019

MISCELLANEOUS

Hank Williams Senior Mothers
best flour shows 1951 on CD.
Five shows. Like new. $5.00
309-467-3284

Wurlitzer Piano short (spinet)
maple - includes bench. $990.
1960’s / For few delivery could
be arranged. 309-657-6519

WANTED

Old metal Caterpillar badge
#12011. 309-347-3587

Lawn mowers for parts. Free
disposal of mowers. Will pick
up.   309-347-8151
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STEPHENS  FIDDES  McGILL & ASSOC., P.C.
(309) 637-5297

ATTORNEYS FOR THE INJURED

CONCENTRATING IN:
PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:
Divorce • DUI • Criminal/Traffic • Wills/Estates •

Bankruptcy • Asbestos/Mesothelioma •
Stryker Hip Implants • Pradaxa Drug Cases •

Pre-Paid Legal Plans Accepted
Serving UAW Members & Families for 40 years!!

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill

LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611
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G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill Joseph T. Moran


