
LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT – CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE,  CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY
PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPARTMENT & VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

VOL 80 • AUGUST  2020

UAW POW/MIA RECOGNITION
DAY DINNER

Friday, September 18, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

All Veterans, Military, First Responders and Police are Welcome.



U A W  L O C A L 9 7 4 A U G U S T / S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0  
2

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,

I have canceled meetings the last 3 months due to the COVID-19 and
in an attempt to be safe and cautious, but I am hoping to resume nor-
mal meetings in August. We will have the hall set up for social dis-
tancing if you so desire.

We will draw 15 scholarships for $500.00 a piece at the September
13th General Council Meeting. These scholarships are available to be
used for members, their children, or grandchildren. You must have
your application in by 4:30 p.m. on August 28th to be eligible.

I had intended to send some more stewards and/or committee people
to the Pat Greathouse Center in Ottawa this summer, but the Interna-
tional has shut down all training at the center for the remainder of this
year due to the virus.  We will definitely send people next summer pro-
vided things have opened back up by then.  I believe it is very impor-
tant to our members to have the best qualified union representatives
as possible.

In Solidarity, Randy Diehl
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$10.00 per person in advance OR $12.00 the day of trip
(Price includes donuts & coffee at Local 974 Union Hall and bus fare)

BUS LEAVES UNION HALL AT 8:00 A.M.!!
NO REFUNDS

Reservations must be made two (2) weeks prior to bus trip on a “first come – first serve” basis.
Contact: Local 974 Union Hall at 694-3151 OR Velma Walton at 637-1779

(Please try the Union Hall before Velma)

CASINO TRIPS
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD

Hello everybody!  As I sit here writing this article it is July 1st, which means that we are officially halfway
through this horrible year.  Places are starting to open up at this time and by the time you get this paper hope-
fully sports are being played.  I can’t wait for football to start up again.

It is pretty much the status quo here in the Benefits office lately.  There has been some retirements, insurance
billing issues and unfortunately Caterpillar is still in the process of sending letters to certain surviving spouses
telling them they owe Caterpillar thousands of dollars in overpayments on their pensions.  This all stems from
Alight’s mishandling of the calculations of the pension when the member passed away.

In the last issue I mentioned what was going on with my mom and the importance of spending time with the
ones you love.  Unfortunately, about 5 days after the paper came out my mom passed away.  It was completely
unexpected, and she was only 68.  As hard as it is not to have her here anymore, I know she’s in a better place
no longer suffering with any heart issues or with Alzheimer’s.  I want to thank everyone for the kind words and
prayers while I was going through this difficult time.

In Solidarity
John Arnold - Insurance & Benefits Chairman

NEED A WORK SHIRT?
THE UNION HALL HAS

UAW SHIRTS & VETERAN SHIRTS
FOR SALE

$14.00 for UAW Shirts
$17.00 for Veterans’ Shirts
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT
JUDY POULSEN FINANCIAL REPORT AUGUST 2020
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LOCAL 974 NEWS….AUGUST 2020 ISSUE 
 
 

CLYDE IS RETIRING! 
 
 

 Clyde Hoshor, Custodian for the Local 974 Union Hall, and a member of OPEIU 

#9, is retiring from Local 974 effective August 1st after over 42 years of dedicated 

service.   

Clyde started working at Local 974 on July 31, 1978. He has worked with many 

officers throughout the years.  I am sure all of you who have had contact with him or had 

a long conversation with him over the years know how much he has contributed to this 

union and that he has performed his job well.  He has kept this union hall looking clean 

and fresh, the property has always been well-kept, and the grass cut on a weekly basis. 

Clyde has made repairs on equipment when necessary and gone out of his way and 

beyond his duties to help the staff and the membership when needed. 

 At this time, with all the meetings and events suspended or cancelled, he has 

agreed to come in on a part-time basis for a while until things pick up again at which time 

the Union will look at getting someone to fill his position.  His last official day as full-time 

worker is July 31st. 

 We, the remaining members of the OPEIU #9 staff, will miss him tremendously, 

not only for his committed work and knowledge, but also because he is our brother.  He 

has been a great blessing to us throughout the years. 

 We congratulate Clyde for all his dedicated service throughout the years and 

pray for the best in his retirement years.   

  

OPEIU #9 Staff - Sonya and Kim 
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AUGUST 2020
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, August 9th     Executive Board Mtg – 12:00 PM
General Council Mtg – 1:00 PM

Wednesday, August 19th       Retiree Chapter Mtg & Dinner – CANCELLED

Thursday, August 20th   Safety Mtgs – 8:00 AM; 12:00 PM; 4:00 PM

Tuesday, August 25th    Wild Rose Casino Bus Trip – 8:00 AM

Thursday, August 27th   Steward Mtgs - 8:00 AM; 1:00 PM; 4:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 2020
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, September 1st  Local 974 News Article Deadline
(October Newsletter)

Saturday, September 5th 21st Annual Flighted Four-Player Golf Tournament
(Registration 9:00 a.m., Tee-off 10:00 a.m.)

Monday, September 7th  Labor Day – Union Hall Closed

Sat., September 12th          Annual Golf Scramble

Sunday, September 13th    Executive Board Mtg – 12:00 PM
General Council Mtg – 1:00 PM

Thursday, September 17th    Safety Mtgs – 8:00 AM; 12:00 PM; 4:00 PM

Friday, September 18th POW/MIA Dinner – 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 19th    Peoria CAP Council Hog Roast – 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 22nd    Jumer’s Casino Bus Trip – 8:00 AM

Thursday, September 24th   Steward Mtgs - 8:00 AM; 1:00 PM; 4:00 PM



UAW LOCAL 974 • HEATHER HENNINGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION 2020-2021
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address/City/State:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Zip ____________  Phone (_______)_________________ __  Date of Birth ______________  Male _____  Female ______

College Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Freshman ___  Sophomore ___  Junior ___ Senior ___ Other ___________________    Class Hours ___________________

Email address ________________________________________________________________________________________

UAW Local 974 Family Member: _________________________________________________________________________

Badge ___________________  Applicant’s Relationship to 974 Member___________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________  Zip ___________  Phone (_______)____________________

Only one entry per student.     It must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday, August 28, 2020
Return to:  Dues Office
UAW Local 974   •  3025 Springfield Road  •  East Peoria IL  61611
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To schedule your foursome or for more information, contact: 
Randy Diehl at 309-251-3377 or Bobby Koller at 309-229-1754 
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UAW LOCAL 974
21ST ANNUAL 

FLIGHTED FOUR-PLAYER SCRAMBLE
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UAW AMALGAMATED LOCAL 974 

ELECTION NOTICE 
 
 

Nominations will open  MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. and close FRIDAY, 
AUGUST 21, 2020, at 4:30 p.m. with drawing for position on the ballot on SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 29, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  for the following GENERAL COUNCIL DELEGATES: 

PLANT # OF DELEGATES 
EAST PEORIA PRIME PRODUCT 

(LL/NN, SS) 8 

EAST PEORIA TRANSMISSIONS 
(KK, LPP, MM2) 6 

EAST PEORIA UNDERCARRIAGE 
(BB, EE, GG & HH) 2 

MAPLETON CMO 6 

MAPLETON SEALS 2 

MORTON 7 

TSD-PPG 2 

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 1 

UNIT 4 TAZEWELL MACHINE 1 

UNIT 6 CITY OF DELAVAN 1 

UNIT 9 MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKS 1 

UNIT 10 MASON CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

1 

UNIT 12 VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN 
PUBLIC WORKS 

1 

 
All nomination forms must be notarized unless personally handed to an Election Committee Officer.  
Printed names on the form should reflect how the candidates wish their names to appear on the ballot. 

 

Last withdrawal date will be WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Nominations and withdrawals will be accepted during Local 974  
normal business hours ONLY. 

 
ELECTION WILL BE HELD: 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 FROM 6:00 AM TO 7:00 PM 
 

RUN-OFF ELECTION (if necessary) WILL BE HELD: 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 FROM 6:00 AM TO 7:00 PM 

 
 

Election will be held at Amalgamated Local 974 UAW Union Hall,  
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria IL  61611 

 
 PAM NEWMAN, CHAIRMAN 
  ELECTION COMMITTEE 
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Peoria • 4704 N. Sheridan
(309) 688-4327

Pekin • 2508 Court
(309) 346-5323

Canton • 511 N. Main
(309) 647-0920

Bloomington • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

East Peoria • 103 River Rd., Ste. C
(309) 966-2697

Lincoln • 620 Broadway St
(217) 605-0453

Make every day amazing

Amazingly rechargeable hearing aids with 

-

Beltone Amaze

Beltone is the trusted hearing care 
partner that’s always there to guide you.

Call one of our professionals today.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

May
Loyd A. Garner R 05/01/20
David D. Duncan Sr. R 05/02/20
James H. Agee R 05/05/20
Alvin D. Williamson R 05/06/20
David G. O’Donnell R 05/14/20
Earl C. Innes R 05/15/20
Randall G. Damron R 05/16/20
Tony L. Dean R 05/16/20
Nantexta Reed R 05/16/20
Robert E. Wiese R 05/16/20
Charles D. Shaw R 05/19/20
Edward L. De Vries R 05/24/20
Catherine L. Brubaker R 05/25/20
Dennis M. Hendon R 05/25/20
William J. Williams R 05/27/20

June
James E. Hamann R 06/02/20
Ronald D. Hawkins R 06/02/20
Nevin J. Langston R 06/05/20
James M. Connaughton R 06/05/20
Leon R. Cluts R 06/08/20
Jon R. Harris R 06/09/20
Paul L. Boyer R 06/09/20
Richard C. Spenny R 06/09/20
Michael L. Trout R 06/10/20
Robert L. Deaton R 06/12/20
Burr E. Brakeman R 06/13/20
Merle D. Lee R 06/14/20
Robert S. Cox R 06/19/20
Larry K. Elms R 06/19/20
Lawrence E. McCombs R 06/20/20
William R. Whetstone R 06/22/20
Rickey L. Schupbach R 06/30/20

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away. 
We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
WED. MEETINGS/POTLUCKS HAVE BEEN

CANCELLED FOR THE REMAINDER
OF THE YEAR

Due to the Safety and Health of our Retirees, we are
going to cancel our Wednesday Meetings and Potlucks
for the remainder of the year. If this changes, we will
make sure that everyone is made aware. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact one of our offi-
cers at (309) 694-3151.

BUS TRIPS
Tuesday, August 25th – Wild Rose

Tuesday, Sept. 22nd – Jumer’s Rock Island
For questions concerning the trips call 

Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President

Velma Walton, First Vice President
James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Richard Jack “Honey”  Evans, Recording Secretary
Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms

Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide
David Blumenstock, Trustee
Steven C. Adams, Trustee
Garry Rendleman, Trustee



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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Members Retail
$40.00 $59.00
$34.00 up to $79.00

30% OFF RETAIL FULL RETAIL

$40.00 $60.00
$65.00 $90.00
$85.00 $190.00

Lenses
$110.00 $190.00
$170.00 $240.00

Peoria Pekin
Metro Centre 309.692.8222 Washington Our other 12

Campustown 309.672.2273 East Peoria offices may be near

Knoxville 309.713.3664 Canton kids in college.

Grand Prairie 309.691.1320 Galesburg

Line Bifocal

Bard Optical
For All UAW 974 Members

Union Discounts ~ Bill Your Insurance Directly
Our Vision Benefits at Bard Optical

SERVICE

VSP Choice Plan
(former Executive Plan) (former Union $150 Allowance Plan - Benefits every 2 years)

VSP Access Indemnity Plan

Contact Lenses

Single Vision

EXAM/FRAMES:

Additional 25% discount on frames over $160.00 and lens add-ons!
$20 Co-Pay for "medically necessary" contact lenses (designated by a doctor in cases where a 

patient's vision cannot be corrected through the use of glasses)

Frame Benefit $160.00 allowance (per 2 yrs)

$20.00 Co-Pay for standard lenses (once per year)

COST
Comprehensive Eye Health Exam $20.00 Co Pay (per year)

Contact Lens Exam $60.00 Co-Pay (per year)
Designer Frames
Frame

LENSES:

Comprehensive Eye Health Exam

309.343.7799

$140.00 allowance (per year) instead of glasses

Bard Optical is a medically modeled practice which allows its doctors to diagnose, treat and follow eye diseases with extended testing equipment 
other practices simply do not offer. This allows members to avoid unnecessary referrals. Also, every member, retiree or family member who 

purchases a complete pair of glasses will receive a FREE pair of single vision prescription sunglasses!

VSP Insurance covers routine optometric visits only.  Medical visits are covered under the member's health insurance and/or Medicare.

309.353.9313
309.444.2277
309.694.2273
309.647.0366

Line Trifocal

Additional 25% discount on other progressives and lens add-ons!

BARD OPTICAL -- UAW 974's OPTICAL PROVIDER
Call Bard Optical or go to bardoptical.com to schedule an appointment and verify your eligibility.

PROGRESSIVE LENSES:
Basic
Premium

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
BOBBY KOLLER

Greetings Brother and Sisters,

For my first article I would like to start off by saying how honored I am to be the Bargaining Chairman for UAW Local
974. I look forward to representing the membership for the next 3 years and beyond. Thank you all for this opportu-
nity.

These 3 weeks getting started have been pretty busy with a lot of COVID-19 questions and concerns. We currently
continue conference calls every other Friday with the other locals, Decatur, Pontiac, and York along with our Inter-
national Representatives to discuss different issues going on at those locals as well as ours.  I find this very beneficial
to giving us a heads up on what stance the company may take on different issues.

As I write this report today, we have 17 issue grievances and 12 just cause grievances on the docket. The Interna-
tional is setting up docketing dates with corporate for Morton and East Peoria to discuss their grievances in the near
future.

Once again, I would like to thank the membership for this opportunity.

In Solidarity,
Bobby Koller - Bargaining Chairman

UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

3302 Court Street
Pekin, IL

309.346.0866

PEORIA AREA UAW CAP COUNCIL
HOG ROAST

UAW Local 974 Union Hall • 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL

Saturday, September 19, 2020
3:00 p.m until 5:00 p.m.

Dinner includes: Potato Salad & Baked Beans 

Cost: Adults $10.00 / Children under 12 years $5.00 / Soda & Water $1.00
(All proceeds go to the Peoria Area CAP Committee)
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!
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MISCELLANEOUS

Coleman 1/2 hp pump with 6
rolls 2” x 50’ discharge hose.
$200. Morton pottery cookie
jar hen/chicks $50. 
480-678-3733

OFFICE HOURS FOR:
UAW

AMALGAMATED
LOCAL 974

3025 SPRINGFIELD ROAD
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611

MONDAY
THROUGH

FRIDAY

7:30 A.M.
TO

4:30 P.M.

(Closed Holidays)
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STEPHENS  FIDDES  McGILL & ASSOC., P.C.
(309) 637-5297

ATTORNEYS FOR THE INJURED

CONCENTRATING IN:
PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:
Divorce • DUI • Criminal/Traffic • Wills/Estates •

Bankruptcy • Asbestos/Mesothelioma •
Stryker Hip Implants • Pradaxa Drug Cases •

Pre-Paid Legal Plans Accepted
Serving UAW Members & Families for 40 years!!

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill

       
 

   

 
 

 
   

  
       

   
       

   
       

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill Heather Calvert


