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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,

I don’t really know where to start with this article.  Life has been turned
upside down both in and out of the workplace.  It seems like the only
issues we have been having the last couple of months are related to
the COVID-19 virus.

At the time of this writing we have had 5 positive virus tests, but I am
very afraid that we are in danger of that number exploding.  I see in the
news that an Indiana Tyson factory had 900 of their 2,200 employees
test positive before they shut down.  That is unacceptable and I hope
and pray for that to not happen in any of our business units.

Stay as safe as you can as an essential employee.

In Solidarity, Randy Diehl
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$10.00 per person in advance OR $12.00 the day of trip
(Price includes donuts & coffee at Local 974 Union Hall and bus fare)

BUS LEAVES UNION HALL AT 8:00 A.M.!!
NO REFUNDS

Reservations must be made two (2) weeks prior to bus trip on a “first come – first serve” basis.
Contact: Local 974 Union Hall at 694-3151 OR Velma Walton at 637-1779

(Please try the Union Hall before Velma)
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD

Wow has this been a crazy year so far.  We are only 5 months into 2020 and it seems more like 10 months.  I
hope everyone is staying safe and hasn’t gotten this virus.  This has been hard on all of us with the stay at home
order and businesses closed.  Personally, this has been very difficult for me because in March my mom went
into the hospital for about 2 weeks and we weren’t allowed to see her.  Once she was released, she had to be
placed in a nursing home.  I haven’t been able to give my mom a hug in over 2 months and only been able to
see her through a window at the nursing home.  With her having Alzheimer’s it’s heartbreaking seeing her mind
slipping more and more each week and not being able to just sit with her and be with her.  Plus, her not un-
derstanding why we can’t come in and see her.

I tell you this to let you all know that no matter how long it’s going to be that you’re stuck inside with your fam-
ily to always count your blessings and cherish this time with them.  You don’t know what tomorrow will bring
and you don’t want to regret that you didn’t spend more time with your loved one when you could have.

Hang in there and stay strong.  We will get through this.

In Solidarity, 
John Arnold, Insurance & Benefits Chairman

NEED A WORK SHIRT?
THE UNION HALL HAS

UAW SHIRTS & VETERAN SHIRTS
FOR SALE

$14.00 for UAW Shirts
$17.00 for Veterans’ Shirts
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT
JUDY POULSEN FINANCIAL REPORT JUNE 2020
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Happy Father’s Day  / Have a Safe 4th of July



UAW LOCAL 974 • HEATHER HENNINGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND APPLICATION 2020-2021
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address/City/State:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Zip ____________  Phone (_______)_________________ __  Date of Birth ______________  Male _____  Female ______

College Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Freshman ___  Sophomore ___  Junior ___ Senior ___ Other ___________________    Class Hours ___________________

Email address ________________________________________________________________________________________

UAW Local 974 Family Member: _________________________________________________________________________

Badge ___________________  Applicant’s Relationship to 974 Member___________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________  Zip ___________  Phone (_______)____________________

Only one entry per student.     It must be received by 4:00 pm on Friday, August 28, 2020
Return to:  Dues Office
UAW Local 974   •  3025 Springfield Road  •  East Peoria IL  61611
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To schedule your foursome or for more information, contact: 
Randy Diehl at 309-251-3377 or Bobby Koller at 309-229-1754 
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UAW LOCAL 974
21ST ANNUAL 

FLIGHTED FOUR-PLAYER SCRAMBLE
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BLOOMINGTON • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

March
Otto B. Kaufman R 03/01/20
Roger L. Allen R 03/01/20
Martin E. Grebner R 03/02/20
Walter E. Crawford R 03/02/20
Roy D. Mahurin R 03/03/20
S. Daniel Burge R 03/09/20
Alan R. Blazevich R 03/10/20
Ronald J. Harston R 03/10/20
Carl E. Quast R 03/10/20
Eric C. Kurth R 03/11/20
Lee R. Whitaker R 03/13/20
Alfred R. West R 03/13/20
Jack W. Riley R 03/15/20
James A. Badgley R 03/21/20
Robert G. Miller R 03/22/20
Frank C. Kelso R 03/23/20
Willian Arnold Jr. R 03/24/20
Charles A. Davis R 03/24/20
Norman V. Jones R 03/25/20
Daniel L. Lescallett R 03/25/20
Arnold L. Thomas R 03/26/20
Billy J. Edwards R 03/27/20
Steven M. Hallock R 03/28/20

April
Gary E. Blake R 04/01/20
Ricky L. Sloneker R 04/03/20
Dale C. Hibschman R 04/07/20
Nelson E. Madtson R 04/07/20
William W. Arnold R 04/07/20
Gary P. Fitschen R 04/12/20
James A. Little R 04/12/20
Marvin D. White R 04/13/20
Charles W. Wilson R 04/13/20
Richard W. Blair R 04/15/20
Calvin E. Grogan R 04/15/20
Tony L. Wineland R 04/15/20
Carl B. Phelps R 04/16/20
Robert E. Campbell Jr. R 04/17/20
Rodney D. Smith Jr. R 04/17/20
David A. King R 04/17/20
Raymond T. Hollar R 04/18/20
Tyler R. Erxleben A 04/20/20
George Taylor R 04/21/20
Richard E. Keller R 04/23/20
Kenneth E. Humphrey R 04/24/20
Ronald D. Friedrich R 04/26/20
Wayne A. Hubbard R 04/26/20
William C. Beaird R 04/27/20
Jerry W. Genovese R 04/27/20

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away. 
We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
WED. POTLUCKS –  JUNE 17 & JULY 15

We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us
for dinner and Bingo after the meeting. 

(Please bring your own table service.) 

We also encourage the spouses of deceased members of
Local 974 to join us. Surviving spouses are Associate
Members of our Retiree Chapter and we invite you to
participate in our activities.

BUS TRIPS
Tuesday, June 23rd – Isle of Capri
Tuesday, July 28th – Catfish Bend
For questions concerning the trips call 

Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President

Velma Walton, First Vice President
James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Richard Jack “Honey”  Evans, Recording Secretary
Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms

Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide
David Blumenstock, Trustee
Steven C. Adams, Trustee
Garry Rendleman, Trustee



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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Members Retail
$40.00 $59.00
$34.00 up to $79.00

30% OFF RETAIL FULL RETAIL

$40.00 $60.00
$65.00 $90.00
$85.00 $190.00

Lenses
$110.00 $190.00
$170.00 $240.00

Peoria Pekin
Metro Centre 309.692.8222 Washington Our other 12

Campustown 309.672.2273 East Peoria offices may be near

Knoxville 309.713.3664 Canton kids in college.

Grand Prairie 309.691.1320 Galesburg

Line Bifocal

Bard Optical
For All UAW 974 Members

Union Discounts ~ Bill Your Insurance Directly
Our Vision Benefits at Bard Optical

SERVICE

VSP Choice Plan
(former Executive Plan) (former Union $150 Allowance Plan - Benefits every 2 years)

VSP Access Indemnity Plan

Contact Lenses

Single Vision

EXAM/FRAMES:

Additional 25% discount on frames over $160.00 and lens add-ons!
$20 Co-Pay for "medically necessary" contact lenses (designated by a doctor in cases where a 

patient's vision cannot be corrected through the use of glasses)

Frame Benefit $160.00 allowance (per 2 yrs)

$20.00 Co-Pay for standard lenses (once per year)

COST
Comprehensive Eye Health Exam $20.00 Co Pay (per year)

Contact Lens Exam $60.00 Co-Pay (per year)
Designer Frames
Frame

LENSES:

Comprehensive Eye Health Exam

309.343.7799

$140.00 allowance (per year) instead of glasses

Bard Optical is a medically modeled practice which allows its doctors to diagnose, treat and follow eye diseases with extended testing equipment 
other practices simply do not offer. This allows members to avoid unnecessary referrals. Also, every member, retiree or family member who 

purchases a complete pair of glasses will receive a FREE pair of single vision prescription sunglasses!

VSP Insurance covers routine optometric visits only.  Medical visits are covered under the member's health insurance and/or Medicare.

309.353.9313
309.444.2277
309.694.2273
309.647.0366

Line Trifocal

Additional 25% discount on other progressives and lens add-ons!

BARD OPTICAL -- UAW 974's OPTICAL PROVIDER
Call Bard Optical or go to bardoptical.com to schedule an appointment and verify your eligibility.

PROGRESSIVE LENSES:
Basic
Premium

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
MIKE ATKINSON

Greetings Brother and Sisters,
I hope everyone is doing well and are trying to stay healthy during these unprecedented times with the COVID-19 virus.

Thank goodness we have not been affected like New York.  I think we should all hold a special place in our hearts for
all the front-line people, Doctors, Nurses, EMT’s and ambulance personnel.  

It really did not hit home with me until I was watching the news and saw some people visiting their mother or father in
a nursing home and having to stand outside a closed window.  It was really sad.

I know a lot of people were upset at the Union for not basically closing Caterpillar down and not having the member-
ship work.  What they don’t know is the International was in communication with Caterpillar, John Deere and Case New
Holland trying to get them to shut down for at least 2 weeks at the onset of this pandemic. That’s when the Interna-
tional was informed that due to Homeland Securities Act from 2004 allowed these companies to remain open for busi-
ness, because they are considered essential businesses. This a Federal rule that overrides any state laws.

Randy Diehl and I have a conference call every Friday at 10:00 a.m. with our International representatives J.C. Zim-
merman and Craig Karnes with the Presidents and Chairmen from the other locals in the Caterpillar chain. This has
been a great benefit to find out what’s going on in the other facilities.  

I know at the time that I am writing this report.  They are just starting the mandatory mask policy.  We will discuss this
on Friday, May 2nd’s phone call.

We have been instructed to cancel all meeting and events here at the hall until further notice by the International, but
the hall is still fully operational and staffed for our members.

Business is really slow for Caterpillar due to the virus. The Mapleton facility ended up laying off the remainder of their
supplementals, which a lot of them were picked up by the Morton facility.  Mapleton also offered a retirement buyout
to I believe 5 people I believe it was well received and a decent deal for the members.

All of the other facilities are also feeling the affects of the downturn in business.  So, watch what you are doing because
you know they are. 

In closing, I wish everyone well, please stay healthy and may God bless you and your family.

In Solidarity 
Mike Atkinson, Bargaining Chairman

UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

3302 Court Street
Pekin, IL

309.346.0866



U A W  L O C A L 9 7 4 J U N E / J U L Y  2 0 2 0  
15

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!
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AUTOMOTIVE

1986 Porsche 944 Turbo. 
44,000 miles, original paint.
No rust. Asking $19,000
309-678-3271

HOUSEHOLD

Three antique rockers. $150
each or best offer. Very good
condtion. 309-699-8872

MISCELLANEOUS

I have several lawn mowers
for sale. Some like new. Ask
for Mack.  309-347-8151

OFFICE HOURS FOR:
UAW

AMALGAMATED
LOCAL 974

3025 SPRINGFIELD ROAD
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611

MONDAY
THROUGH

FRIDAY

7:30 A.M.
TO

4:30 P.M.

(Closed Holidays)
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Please print and fill
out and return by
AUGUST 28, 2020.

MAIL TO:
UAW Local 974

3025 Springfield Road
East Peoria, IL 61611

or call
(309) 694-3151

for 
Reservations!
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LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611
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STEPHENS  FIDDES  McGILL & ASSOC., P.C.
(309) 637-5297

ATTORNEYS FOR THE INJURED

CONCENTRATING IN:
PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:
Divorce • DUI • Criminal/Traffic • Wills/Estates •

Bankruptcy • Asbestos/Mesothelioma •
Stryker Hip Implants • Pradaxa Drug Cases •

Pre-Paid Legal Plans Accepted
Serving UAW Members & Families for 40 years!!

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill

       
 

   

 
 

 
   

  
       

   
       

   
       

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill Heather Calvert


