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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RANDY DIEHL, President

Greetings Brothers & Sisters,

We started all meetings back up in August and plan on continuing
meetings unless we get shut down in the future. Let us hope and pray
that someone figures out a solution to the pandemic and we can all re-
turn to some kind of normalcy in our lives.

We had a lot of new stewards get sworn in at the last steward meet-
ings. We will do everything possible to get them trained and all the
tools that they need to be good union representatives. Our member-
ship definitely deserves the best!

Thank you and please be safe!

In Solidarity, 
Randy Diehl

UAW LOCAL 974 
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President
Randy Diehl
Executive Vice-President
Matthew Diebel
Second Vice-President
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Chair. of Insurance & Benefits
John Arnold
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Recording Secretary
Matthew Butler
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Guide
Robert LiGrisse III
Trustee
Tim Stear
Trustee
Bruce Bartlett
Trustee
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Cain Thomas
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Cody Carter
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Angie Speer
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Rodney N. Arms
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Tony Reed
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Plantwide Safety Chairman
Loren Meyers
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Jane Evans
C.A.P. Chairman
James W. Tabor
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Bobby Koller
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Bargaining Chair. – City of Delavan
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INSURANCE & BENEFITS REPORT
JOHN ARNOLD

Well Autumn is here and usually it’s my favorite time of the year.  But with all that is going on in the world with
COVID-19, social distancing and politics, it’s hard to enjoy.

Thank you everyone for the cards and condolences on the passing of my mom.  She will be missed tremen-
dously by her family.

At the time of writing this article I have not received the 2021 premiums.  Most likely even when you are read-
ing this, I still won’t have them from Caterpillar.  Usually Caterpillar does not give them to the Union until mid
to late October. Once I get the premiums I will post them on our website www.uawlocal974.org  and the lo-
cals Facebook page.  I’m hoping to have the premiums the week of October 19th.

I have received calls from a few retirees about a company calling them about a webinar they’re having con-
cerning the Caterpillar pensions and 401K’s.  I called this company to see what they were all about and what
they were telling Caterpillar retirees.  The representative I talked to was being very evasive on what these we-
binars were supposed to be about.  PLEASE do not fall for these phone calls.  They are SCAMS!  Your pen-
sion language and calculations are NOT
changing and will NOT change.

In Solidarity
John Arnold
Insurance & Benefits Chairman

Well we are winding down  in the last half of the year, and what a year it has been!! I don't think anyone ever
thought they would live to see a year like this in their lifetime. It seems like every month brings new chal-
lenges. As we approach the Medicare Open Enrollment season (Oct. 15- Dec. 07) many of you  may  not
be thinking about what changes lay in store with VIA Benefits. Well let's take a moment to look at what has
changed and how it might affect you.

On July 1st, VIA once again changed their Reimbursement Forms. The change is a simplification of the
current forms making it easier to receive your money back. The bar code and your account number will 
remain the same as the current forms, and for the foreseeable future they do not expect those to change.
The  old forms will be phased out of use on December 31ST this year.

They are not automatically sending out the replacement forms for your use. VIA will still send you the 
Recurring Part B Reimbursement form which will be mailed out in  November. The new reimbursement
forms will not be available online to print. You will need to contact Via Benefits directly by phone
(866) 766-6087 to request the new forms be sent to you.

What this means for retirees on VIA Benefits Reimbursement Program...

1.  If you do not file your reimbursement electronically, you will need to order the new form before  January 1, 2021
2.  If you mail your claims in, pay a little extra for a tracking number.
3.  Make sure you keep original documents. ONLY SEND COPIES.

In short, VIA Benefits is changing their reimbursement system to as much of an electronic experience as pos-
sible. This is expected to be fully in place by Jan. 1st 2021.

John Toncray, Agent
Physicians Mutual

Physicians Mutual
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY TREASURER’S REPORT
JUDY POULSEN FINANCIAL REPORT OCTOBER 2020

OCTOBER 2020 / CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, October 11th EXECUTIVE BOARD MTNG – 12:00 PM
Sunday, October 11th GENERAL COUNCIL MTNG – 1:00 PM

Thursday, October 15th     SAFETY MTNGS – 8:00 AM; 12:00 PM; 4:00 PM

Thursday, October 22nd    STEWARD MTNGS – 8:00 AM; 1:00 PM; 4:00 PM

Saturday, October 31st      HALLOWEEN

NOVEMBER 2020 / CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, November 2nd       LOCAL 974 NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE

(December Issue)

Tuesday, November 3rd ELECTION DAY – (Don’t forget to Vote)

Sunday, November 8th        EXECUTIVE BOARD MTNG – 12:00 PM
Sunday, November 8th       GENERAL COUNCIL MTNG – 1:00 PM

Thursday, November 19th    SAFETY MTNGS – 8:00 AM; 12:00 PM; 4:00 PM

Thursday, November 26th    THANKSGIVING – (Union Hall Closed)
Friday, November 27th         DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING – (Union Hall Closed)
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HEATHER HENNINGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND

$500 SCHOLARSHIP DRAWING WINNERS 2020
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

Winner College Attending 974 Family Member

Savannah Bogner Senior, St. Louis University Granddaughter of John Bainbridge

Briona Beckham Freshman, Illinois Central College  Granddaughter of Jim D. Cope

Elia Canfield Senior, Eureka College Daughter of Marshall Canfield

Rachel Slater Sophomore, Spoon River College Daughter of Roy Slater

Emma Wierenga Junior, Olivet Nazarene University  Granddaughter of Leroy Jording Jr

Asiya Bryant Junior, Southern IL Univ. Edwardsville Great Granddaughter of Robert Bryant Sr 

Madelyne Conn Sophomore, Missouri State University Daughter of Brent L. Conn

Caleb Lee Smith Freshman, Bob Jones University Grandson of Franklin L. Smith

Drake M. Johnston Freshman, Black Hawk College East Grandson of Robert M. Breese

Quest M. Dobbelaire Junior, Bradley University Grandson of Donald D. Dobbelaire

Quinlan D. Breese Junior, Western Illinois University Grandson of Robert M. Breese

Andrew C. Vogel Sophomore, University of Arizona Grandson of Frederick C. Vogel

Kaleb G. Buck Freshman, Heartland Comm. College Grandson of Omer (Wes) Hogsett

Logan Hollis Grad Student, Univ. of Nebraska-Omaha Son of Larry Hollis

WINNER OF THE $500 THOMAS KLEIN SCHOLARSHIP

Jacob Austiff Freshman, Heartland Comm. College Grandson of Ronald Austiff
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Entry Form 
 

Team Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bowler 1: __________________________ Bowler 2: _________________________ 
 
Bowler 3: __________________________ Bowler 4: _________________________ 
 
Bowler 5: __________________________  
 
 
Phone Number: ___________________  Email: ____________________________ 
 
 
Entry fee: $100.00 for 5 person team 
 
Please make all checks payable to: UAW Local 974   
 
Return completed entry form and entry fee to: 
 

UAW Local 974 
3025 Springfield Road 
East Peoria, IL 61611 
 
For more information call: Bobby Koller (309) 229-1754 or Randy Diehl (309) 251-3377 !
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Peoria • 4704 N. Sheridan
(309) 688-4327

Pekin • 2508 Court
(309) 346-5323

Canton • 511 N. Main
(309) 647-0920

Bloomington • 211 S. Prospect, Ste. 14
(309) 451-4312

East Peoria • 103 River Rd., Ste. C
(309) 966-2697

Lincoln • 620 Broadway St
(217) 605-0453

Make every day amazing

Amazingly rechargeable hearing aids with 

-

Beltone Amaze

Beltone is the trusted hearing care 
partner that’s always there to guide you.

Call one of our professionals today.
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Remembering Our 
Brothers and Sisters

July
James J. McCoy R 07/02/20
Eliza O. Burns R 07/03/20
Theodore R. Hoak Jr. R 07/05/20
Seth T. Guthrie R 07/05/20
Donald F. Stewart R 07/05/20
Jerry D. Dotzert R 07/06/20
Jack M. Newberry R 07/06/20
Donald V. Smith R 07/07/20
Dennis L. Chamberlain R 07/08/20
Edward L. Jacobs R 07/08/20
John L. Cole R 07/12/20
Carl Harris R 07/13/20
Don E. Potts R 07/14/20
Joseph A. Ward R 07/14/20
Edmond Booker Jr. R 07/15/20
Walter C. Fink R 07/17/20
Douglas A. Young R 07/17/20
Norton F. Hardin R 07/17/20
Washburn C. Bames R 07/18/20
Luther W. Greenstreet R 07/19/20
Rudolph Booth R 07/20/20
Ross D. Taylor R 07/20/20
Donald G. Stevens R 07/22/20
Roger D. Lynch R 07/26/20
Harold F. Kenyon R 07/26/20
Jack E. Emmons Jr. R 07/27/20
Leroy P. Audi R 07/27/20
Dale M. Bryant R 07/29/20

August
Ross J. Williams R 08/01/20
Terry G. Richards R 08/02/20
Richard L. Carroll R 08/03/20
Jack D. Evans R 08/05/20
John R. Reardon R 08/05/20
Clarence A. Willhite R 08/06/20
Ralph R. Tillery R 08/07/20
Franklin G. Travis R 08/09/20
Lester L. Colvin Jr. A 08/17/20
Larry D. Plowman R 08/22/20
Donald L. Rhoades R 08/23/20
Donald L. Holloway R 08/23/20
James N. March R 08/24/20
Derrell N. Agee R 08/25/20
Danny G. Parry R 08/27/20
Betty L. Doyle R 08/28/20
Frank Walker R 08/30/20

On behalf of the Officers, Members and Retirees of Local 974, may
we offer our deepest condolences to the families of our brothers
and sisters who have recently passed away. May God comfort all of
you in your loss.

Please notify us when one of our active or retired members passes away. 
We do not receive this information from the company.

RETIREES CHAPTER UAW LOCAL 974
ALL POTLUCKS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED

FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR
We invite and encourage all the new Retirees to join us
for dinner and bingo after the meeting.

(Please bring your own table service.)

BUS TRIPS
Bus Trips have been CANCELLED for the 
remainder of the year. For questions concerning
the trip call Velma Walton at 694-3151.

HOW CAN I JOIN THE RETIREE CLUB?
Upon retirement Local 974 members in good standing
are encouraged to register at the Dues Office to become
Chapter members. Retirees and their spouses are 
welcome and encouraged to attend the Retiree Chapter
Meetings and activities.

We have a Potluck the third Wednesday of every
month – meat, coffee and doughnuts are furnished. A 
variety of other activities are planned at various times
throughout the year. 

To assist in financing these activities a $3.00 per month
voluntary membership dues can be established at the
Dues Office. The largest portion of the dues dollars goes
to the International Retired Workers Advisory Council
which is concerned with retired workers programs and
policies and other matters that affect the welfare of 
retired workers. 

Contact Retirees’ Officers at 309/694-3151 
Jane R. Evans, President

Velma Walton, First Vice President
James W. Tabor, Second Vice President

Richard Jack “Honey”  Evans, Recording Secretary
Gary E. Hall, Sergeant-At-Arms

Thomas J. Bencher, Financial Secretary
Raymond “Dale” Cassel, Guide
David Blumenstock, Trustee
Steven C. Adams, Trustee
Garry Rendleman, Trustee



CUSACK, GILFILLAN & O’DAY, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

415 HAMILTON BLVD  •  PEORIA, IL 61602  •  309/637-5282

REDUCED FEES FOR

3Members   3Spouses   3Dependents   3Retirees
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CONCENTRATING IN

Personal Injury and Workmen’s Compensation
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Members Retail
$40.00 $59.00
$34.00 up to $79.00

30% OFF RETAIL FULL RETAIL

$40.00 $60.00
$65.00 $90.00
$85.00 $190.00

Lenses
$110.00 $190.00
$170.00 $240.00

Peoria Pekin
Metro Centre 309.692.8222 Washington Our other 12

Campustown 309.672.2273 East Peoria offices may be near

Knoxville 309.713.3664 Canton kids in college.

Grand Prairie 309.691.1320 Galesburg

Line Bifocal

Bard Optical
For All UAW 974 Members

Union Discounts ~ Bill Your Insurance Directly
Our Vision Benefits at Bard Optical

SERVICE

VSP Choice Plan
(former Executive Plan) (former Union $150 Allowance Plan - Benefits every 2 years)

VSP Access Indemnity Plan

Contact Lenses

Single Vision

EXAM/FRAMES:

Additional 25% discount on frames over $160.00 and lens add-ons!
$20 Co-Pay for "medically necessary" contact lenses (designated by a doctor in cases where a 

patient's vision cannot be corrected through the use of glasses)

Frame Benefit $160.00 allowance (per 2 yrs)

$20.00 Co-Pay for standard lenses (once per year)

COST
Comprehensive Eye Health Exam $20.00 Co Pay (per year)

Contact Lens Exam $60.00 Co-Pay (per year)
Designer Frames
Frame

LENSES:

Comprehensive Eye Health Exam

309.343.7799

$140.00 allowance (per year) instead of glasses

Bard Optical is a medically modeled practice which allows its doctors to diagnose, treat and follow eye diseases with extended testing equipment 
other practices simply do not offer. This allows members to avoid unnecessary referrals. Also, every member, retiree or family member who 

purchases a complete pair of glasses will receive a FREE pair of single vision prescription sunglasses!

VSP Insurance covers routine optometric visits only.  Medical visits are covered under the member's health insurance and/or Medicare.

309.353.9313
309.444.2277
309.694.2273
309.647.0366

Line Trifocal

Additional 25% discount on other progressives and lens add-ons!

BARD OPTICAL -- UAW 974's OPTICAL PROVIDER
Call Bard Optical or go to bardoptical.com to schedule an appointment and verify your eligibility.

PROGRESSIVE LENSES:
Basic
Premium

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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BARGAINING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
BOBBY KOLLER

Greetings Brother and Sisters,

I hope everyone is doing well during this new lifestyle of COVID-19.  While writing this report there has definitely
been an uptick in COVID cases in our business units.  The Committee from Mapleton has reported to me that they
currently have 9 cases in Seals and 3 cases in CMO with around 50 members quarantined.

This office remains busy with many calls pertaining to COVID questions including the company changing their stance
on childcare leaves due to daycares beginning to reopen and schools beginning to reopen, as well as how the COVID
pay works.  Everyone’s situation with childcare isn’t the same with schools not being open to partial home learning
and in class learning.  Please call me if you have any questions concerning childcare or COVID pay.

Currently we have 17 issue grievances and 5 just cause grievances on the docket with a couple just cause grievances
being arbitrated in the month of September.  Stay tuned for those results, I will touch on them when available.

Once again if you have any questions don’t hesitate to give me a call.

In Solidarity,
Bobby Koller
Bargaining Chairman

UAW MEMBERS
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SAVE HUNDREDS ON CEMETERY MONUMENTS
Current and retired uaw members show us your uaw membership card and receive a 5% to 10% 

discount on the purchase of a monument

VISIT EITHER LOCATION

PEORIA MONUMENT CO.
3701-A N. SHERIDAN • PEORIA, IL 

309.682.9858
(CORNER OF 

SHERIDAN & WAR MEMORIAL)

MCAVOY MONUMENT CO.
431 HENRIETTA • PEKIN, IL

309.346.0866
(CORNER OF 

FIFTH AND HENRIETTA)

MON. - FRI. 9:00A.M. - 5:00P.M. & SAT, 9:00A.M. - 12:00 NOON

3302 Court Street
Pekin, IL

309.346.0866
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

NAME:______________________________________          BADGE #________________

NEW ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Phone (Home) _______________________________  Cell:_________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please check: Active_____ Retired _____ Disability – Laid off (date)_______

Please check: Supplemental______ Competitive Wage_______ Full Time________
PLEASE RETURN FORM TO LOCAL 974, UAW, 3025 SPRINGFIELD RD., EAST PEORIA, IL 61611, ATTN: BECKY

L      
               

         
       61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

A             

 

       ( _______ ) _

    

    

          Wanted
O     

   

          BADGE #________________

N  

    Cell:_________________________

E   ____________________________________________________________________

P          

      
               

Local 974 News – Classified Ads
LIMIT 15 WORDS PER AD – ONE (1) AD PER ISSUE – DEADLINE: 1ST OF THE MONTH

Ads should be submitted to UAW Local 974, Attention: Becky
3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, IL  61611-4801. No ads will be accepted on the telephone.

Ads will be accepted ONLY when they are submitted on this form.

Name ________________________________________________________ Badge No. ________________

Address ______________________________________________________ City ______________________

Phone Number with Area Code   ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE TYPE OF AD:

Automotive Clothing Household Goods Lost and Found Miscellaneous Pets

Opportunity Real Estate Rentals Services Sporting Goods        Wanted
ONE WORD PER SPACE ONLY!!

16

MISCELLANEOUS

1/2 H.P. Pump, 300’ hose
$200. Gun cabinet $50. Desk
$25. Hospital bed $100.
Cage $10. 480-678-3733

WANTED

Old Caterpillar metal badge
#12011. 309-347-3587

OFFICE HOURS FOR:
UAW

AMALGAMATED
LOCAL 974

3025 SPRINGFIELD ROAD
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611

MONDAY
THROUGH

FRIDAY

7:30 A.M.
TO

4:30 P.M.

(Closed Holidays)

NEED A WORK SHIRT?
THE UNION HALL HAS

UAW SHIRTS & VETERAN SHIRTS
FOR SALE

$14.00 for UAW Shirts
$17.00 for Veterans’ Shirts
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LOCAL 974 NEWS
REPRESENTING WORKERS AT

CATERPILLAR, TAZEWELL MACHINE, 
CITY OF DELAVAN, MASON CITY PUBLIC WORKERS & POLICE DEPT. &

VILLAGE OF SOUTH PEKIN PUBLIC WORKS

3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611
(309) 694-3151     www.uawlocal974.org

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION LOCAL 974 NEWS  (USPS 443170)
Local 974 News is published bi-monthly by United Auto Workers,
Local 974, 3025 Springfield Road, East Peoria, Illinois 61611. 
Postage paid at Peoria, IL.
POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices on Form 3579 
to Local 974, UAW, 3025 Springfield Rd., East Peoria, Illinois 61611
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STEPHENS  FIDDES  McGILL & ASSOC., P.C.
(309) 637-5297

ATTORNEYS FOR THE INJURED

CONCENTRATING IN:
PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR:
Divorce • DUI • Criminal/Traffic • Wills/Estates •

Bankruptcy • Asbestos/Mesothelioma •
Stryker Hip Implants • Pradaxa Drug Cases •

Pre-Paid Legal Plans Accepted
Serving UAW Members & Families for 40 years!!

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill

       
 

   

 
 

 
   

  
       

   
       

   
       

G. Douglas Stephens Gordon M. Fiddes Norman L. McGill Heather Calvert


